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This Newsletter is published bi -monthly in 

February, April, June, August, October and 

December for the Northern Illinois Unit, Wally 

Byam Caravan, Inc. (WBCCI), the recreational 

club of Airstream owners.  All rights reserved, 

but editors of other WBCCI publications may 

reprint material if credit is given.  
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Martha Clark, Editor,  

  2438 W Estes #2 Chicago Il. 60645 

773-761ð 0098 

Clarkooij@aol.com 
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Sandy and I hope that the 

Christmas Holidays were a 

wonderful experience for you 

and your family. May the 

New Year not only be pros-

perous and healthy but also 

bring wonderful experiences 

with our Northern Illinois 

Family. We certainly have 

some fine events planned 

this yearñI am anxiously 

looking forward to April 

when we will again begin the 

journey with our silver 

homes. 

 For now, like many of you, 

we have put our aluminum 

óhomeó to bed for the winter 

season. This was somewhat 

sad for me as I now store our 

Airstream in a building near 

Zion, Illinois. In the past I 

was fortunate enough to 

store it in my shop in Elm-

hurst. This allowed me the 

opportunity to visit my beau-

tiful trailer on occasion, but 

oh well, things change. We 

certainly are in the business 

of managing change it seems. 

The Christmas Luncheon  

held at the Elks Club in Des 

Plaines, Saturday, December 

15th was well attended. It 

was wonderful to see so 

many members enjoying  

good fellowship together. 

The meals served were ex-

cellent, thanks to my wife 

Sandy. She, did a great job 

organizing this event. Even 

the weather cooperated as 

we had a beautiful coating of 

fresh snow; it set the stage 

for the wonderful time we 

shared.  

As I mentioned above we are 

looking forward to our first 

Amboy meeting in April, but 

first we will celebrate a Val-

entine Luncheon on February 

9, where we will be looking 

forward to seeing you all 

again. 

 

 

FROM THE EDITORõS DESK   

I survived my first 

publication of the 

Silver City News 

well enough to 

continue my ef-

forts. I assure you, 

it has been quite an educational 

experience on many levels. The 

first printing was not perfect, two 

words were lost in the Presidentõs 

Message and the headings were 

dark on the copies sent by mail. I 

am pleased however, that the e -

mail copy turned out well. I 

packed the newsletter in a pdf file 

and sent it. It was so simple and 

cost effective. With this method 

we essentially passed the savings 

on to you for the cost of paper, ink 

and stamps. Sending the newslet-

ter via e -mail removes the con-

straints of space allowing for 

longer newsletters (if we so de-

sire) while remaining cost effec-

tive. However, I learned from 

talking with editors and presidents 

from other units that òyou should 

not skimp on the cost of your 

newsletter, it is your most impor-

tant source of direct communica-

tion amongst your unit members, 

your  Region and  the WBCCIó. 

Clearly, good communication is 

essential to the club ñit is repre-

sentative of who we are and what 

we do.  Sending roughly 60 news-

letters by e -mail and about 40 by 

regular mail allows us to focus on 

writing the news without the con-

cern for the cost of sending all 

newsletters by regular mail.  

The responses to my request about 

your preferences in receiving your 

copy, either by regular mail or e -

mail, was rewarding and gave 

direction. Thank you.  

We also made the newsletter 

available on the Website, http://

northernillinois.wbcci.net/.  

Remember to submit your material 

to me for publication. If you are 

not into writing, you can write as 

you think or tell me your story. I 

will publish nice results with your 

final approval.  

Soon we will be hearing much 

about the International Rally in 

Bozeman, Montana. Perhaps the 

voices of experience in our unit 

will share their experiences and 

expertise in organizing and plan-

ning a caravan and what to expect 

when we get there.  On page 9   

Kathy Carlig shares her seven 

years of experience on caravans. It 

is an interesting read.  
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Northern Illinois Unit Officers   

President  

Bob Whitesell  #1775 

(773)286-8278 

whitesellrobert@yahoo.com 

 

FIRST Vice President  

Norm White #5840 

(312)497-1819 

nswhite5840@gmail.com 

 

SECOND Vice President  

(Vacant) 

Secretary  

Anita Koch #2809 

(847)548-0141 

robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

 

Treasurer  

Sue Chesnut #1262 

(815)874-3307 

kiltiecontra@msn.com 

 

Immediate Past President  

Bob Morrison 

(847)965-3073 

bobnan6048@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

Northern Illinois Trustees  

Terry Chesnut #1262 

(815)874-3307 

kiltiecontra@msn.com 

2 years 

 

David Clark #3137 

(773)761-0998 

clarkooij@aol.com 

3years 

 

Dick DeHahn #1188 

(815)235-3906 

rldehahn@ionthenet.com 

1 year 

 

Bob Koch #2809 

(847)548-0141 

robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

2 years 

 

Nancy Morrison #3744 

(847)965-3073 

bobnan604@sbcgiobal.net 

I year 

 

Joe Rodgers #2783 

(815)539-7040 

scotty1@theramp.net 

3 years 

 

Caravan  
Norm White #5840 

(312)497-1819 

nswhite5840@gmail.com 

 

Constitution & Bylaws  

Bob Morrison #3744 

(847)965-3073 

bobnan6048@sbcglobal.net 

 

Historian  
Martha Clark #3137 

(773)761-0998 

Clarkooij@aol.com 

Hospitality/Sunshine   
Peg Bauling #6551 

(815)946-2401 

 

 

Legislative  

David Clark #3137 

(773)761-0998 

clarkooij@aol.com 

 

Membership  
Bob Koch #2809 

(847)548-0141 

robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

Newsletter Editor  

Martha Clark #3137 

(773)761-0998 

Clarkooij@aol.com 

 

Publicity  
Bob Koch #2809 

(847)548-0141 

robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

 

Webmaster  

Dwight Dixon #4122 

(815)344-1375 

dwightdixon@yahoo.com 

The following positions are open.  

If you are interested in assuming 

responsibilities for any of these 

positions, please contact Bob 

Whitesell, President.  

 

Chaplain  
 

Ethics & Grievance   
 

Family & Youth  
 

Parliamentarian  

Northern Illinois Committee Chairs  

Officers, Trustees and Committee Chairpersons  



Membership News 

Northern Illinois Unit of WBCCI Announces First Airstream Sponsor 

By Bob and Anita Koch and Joe and Edie Rodgers  

At the October 26th Board Meeting, it 

was unanimously decided to pursue 

our unitõs first sponsor. It was felt that 

an Airstream dealer could provide 

timely feedback of all new and used 

rig sales to our Membership Chairman, 

technical and sales support, and finan-

cial assistance. In turn, the Unit could 

provide purchase loyalty, membership 

information, advertising in our news-

letter and unit handbook, and rally 

support.  

Next, our Region 5 President, Dick 

Heyde was contacted for his advice 

and recommendations. President 

Heyde was enthusiastic about the pos-

sibilities and provided many helpful 

suggestions. President Heyde also re-

viewed the current successful arrange-

ments that exist between Region 5 and 

itõs sponsor. 

With President Heydeõs input and the 

Boardõs mandate, on November 13, 

2007, Bob and Anita Koch (Membership 

Chairman and Unit Secretary) and Joe 

and Edie Rodgers (Board Member) met 

with John Dresselhaus, owner of Ad-

venture RV at their corporate offices 

in Davenport, IA.  

 John Dresselhaus provided an exten-

sive tour of US Adventure RVõs large 

indoor showroom and of the newly 

expanded and state of the art service 

building. We were introduced to many 

of the employees from Sales, Finan-

cial, Service Technicians, Parts Manag-

ers, and Service Manager. John also 

explained the four year history Adven-

ture RV and of his personal back-

ground. 

After a lengthy and open discussion, 

Adventure RV agreed to sponsor the 

Northern Illinois Unit of WBCCI!  

US Adventure RV agreed to print and 

distribute the Membership Handbook 

by February 2008. They also agreed to 

supply our Membership Chairman with 

all new and used Airstream sales for 

the previous two years. In addition, 

the Northern Illinois Unit will be per-

mitted to design and install a unit bul-

letin board in their showroom. The 

Unit may also have a rally at their lo-

cation and a representative from US 

Adventure RV will be available to at-

tend our rallies and participate in our 

new Tech Talk.  

The Northern Illinois Unit agreed to 

supply all necessary information for 

the printing of the unit handbook, sup-

ply current copies of our newsletter, 

permit placing US Adventure RV ads in 

both handbook and newsletters, design 

and install a bulletin board, and to 

supply new WBCCI brochures as they 

become available.  

Region 5 President Dick Heyde was 

contacted regarding the success of this 

initial meeting and agreement. He was 

excited about the positive potential 

for all involved although he cautioned 

that there will be a lot of work and 

detailed follow -up to make this agree-

ment a reality.  

Update on the above article :   

by Joe Rodgers  

Just to let you know, we have heard 

backñin writing ñfrom US Adventure 

RVñour new unit sponsor. They provided 

Bob Koch with a list of 48 Airstream 

sales over the previous 36 months. They 

also confirmed that they will print our 

annual Members HandbookñAND print 

the cover in color! They have also indi-

cated their desire to attend some of our 

rallies. Pretty good news!!  

Here is a great response from Dick Hyde 

about this wonderful effort.  

òThis is great news and great progress 

for Northern Illinois Unit and Region 5. 

Continued progress and much successó. 
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Region 5 News: It seems to be a quiet time for news 
from Region 5. Dick and Judy Heyde are spending some qual-
ity time at Mystic Springs, Mississippi; but first there is the 2008 
Mid-Winter IBT meeting January 14-18. For those members 
who are going to the Sarasota Rally, Dick and Judy will host 
the Florida State Dinner, February 21, 5:00 p.m. at the Trinity 
United Methodist Church, 4150 Shadeland Ave., Sarasota Fl. 
Call Dick Heyde for information, 574-850-0899. Directions to 
the Church will be provided at the Sarasota Rally. 
Another important date to remember is June 29, 2008. Region 
5 will host the International Rally Luncheon at 11:45 a.m. at the 
Holiday Inn, 5 Baxter Lane, Bozeman, MT. For further informa-
tion call Dick Heyde, 574-850-0899 

     A Thought for the Beginning of the New Year  

To laugh often and much; to win the respect of intelligent 

people and the affection of children; to earn the apprecia-

tion of honest critics and endure the betrayal of false 

friends; to appreciate beauty; to find the best in others; to 

leave the world a little better, whether by a healthy child, 

a garden patch or a redeemed social condition; to know 

even one life has breathed easier because you have lived. 

This is the meaning of success. 

ñRalph Waldo Emerson  
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Membership News  

Bette Evans, a long time WBCCI mem-
ber,  passed away Monday, November 
12, 2007, in Palatine, Illinois. Following 
�L�V���D���O�L�W�W�O�H���U�H�P�H�P�E�U�D�Q�F�H���D�E�R�X�W���%�H�W�W�H�¶�V��
Airstream experiences as her husband 
Bill Evans remembers. 

�%�H�W�W�H�¶�V���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���$�L�U�V�W�U�H�D�P��
experience began in 1966 when we pur-
chased our first trailer, a 1964, 
19 foot Globe Trotter. It was 
the beginning of her journey 
in the WBCCI family that was 
to last for 42 years. Bette and 
I traveled to 48 states and  
visited all the Canadian Prov-
inces and some of northern 
�0�H�[�L�F�R�������%�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���%�H�W�W�H�¶�V��
heart attack we had to cancel 
our trip to Alaska; Alaska did 
not materialize for us. What I 
admired about Bette was that 
she was so pragmatic and ad-
justed to her condition well. 
Instead of traveling to Alaska, 
she redecorated and updated 
her now, 21 foot trailer and enjoyed the 
process. 

Bette loved International Rallies and she 
and I were blessed to have attended  
twelve. Her most memorable rally was 
the International in Bozeman, Montana 
in 1989, it was her favorite. Bette was so 
looking forward to returning to Bozeman 
in 2008. 

Because of my Naval career we had the 
opportunity to not only live in unique 
places in America, but it also afforded us 

the opportunity to see America in a way 
we would not have. Bette loved the ex-
perience and made long lasting friend-
ships along the way. We joined local 
units which added to our adventure and 
fellowship. Eventually we settled in 
Palatine in 1979. At this time we bought 
a 32 foot Excella and rejoined the North-
ern Illinois Unit where Bette became an 

active member�±she was very happy to 
see her old friends again. Bette held the 
position of Treasurer, which she en-
joyed, but wished she could have stayed 
longer in the job. Her biggest challenge 
came when I became Second Vice Presi-
dent; it was Bette who planned, pur-
chased and directed all the food prepara-
tion for the rallies that year -- but she 
was blessed with great friends and they 
all helped her.   

It was when I became First Vice Presi-

dent that she assisted in the preparations 
for the Mystery Caravan and for the In-
ternational Caravan to Dayton, Ohio. 
Bette helped in so many ways. She also 
compiled 20 personal photo albums as a 
memorable gift for all the members who 
participated in the caravan. Bette became 
the First Lady in 1992 and she served 
well in that position. She made my ten-

ure as President possible�²
she was my strength and 
support. Unfortunately her 
heart condition prevented us 
from leading the caravan to 
the International  Rally in 
Bismarck, North Dakota. 

In 1993 both Bette and I 
retired. During our retire-
ment we regularly traveled 
to Texas and visited NIU 
friends in Parh, Texas. It 
was in Texas that Bette be-
came involved in quilting 
which became her main 
interest. On our travels we 

made many stops at local quilting shops 
just so she could buy material for her 
projects. While in Texas we enjoyed our 
new 34 foot trailer which was followed 
by a 33 foot Motor home which Bette 
loved �± it was to be the last unit we 
would share together. Bette cherished  
her friendship and fellowship with her 
friends at the Northern Illinois Unit and 
she remained a true WBCCI member to 
the end. I miss her terribly, but I love the 
memories we have created together. 
There was so much love and happiness. 

Remembering Bette Evans  

1927 -2007  

By Bill Evans  


