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All who attended the Valen-

tineõs luncheon had a great 

time of ample food and fel-

lowship. As an added bonus, a 

representative of USAdventur-

eRV was present with a won-

derful door price a brand 

spanking new International 

27õ front bedroom unit. (only 

kidding). Being in an Air-

stream makes us homesick to 

get into ours but, it wonõt be 

much longer.  

I will bring a blank bulletin 

board to our first Amboy rally. 

We want to decorate this bul-

letin board and present it to 

President of USAventureRV 

John Dresselhaus for display 

in their store. Any one who 

has material to promote our 

unit, please bring it to Amboy 

and we will get this bulletin 

board ready to go.  

The theme rally In May will be 

held at Illinois Beach  Park in 

Zion Illinois. This is a great 

state park located on the 

shores of Lake Michigan. Lim-

ited reservations are allowed 

so make your reservations 

early. We will start the rally 

on May 16th and complete it 

on Sunday May 18th.  Plan on 

arriving early on the 16th or 

perhaps the 15th and we 

should be able to get enough 

sites together. We are work-

ing on an actual theme.  

I have also looked into a few 

other rallies we could attend 

if there is enough interest. 

The Airstream forum rally will 

be held at Moraine View State 

Park located in Le Roy Illinois 

starting June 13th completing 

June 16th. We attended this 

rally before and had a great 

time with these folks. On 

June 6th through June 8th 

there is a òCampout for Char-

ityó rally at Iroquois County 

Fairgrounds in Crecent City, 

Illinois. The proceeds for this 

rally benefit dogs for the 

deaf, relay for life, and 

Christmas gifts for seniors.  

The cost is reasonable at 

$45.00 per rig if you register 

by May 15th, 2008. And fi-

nally, on the same weekend is 

the Rockford Air fest 2008 

located Chicago Rockford 

International Airport. Lots of 

action at this event including 

the USAF Thunderbirds. The 

cost for this event is $130.00 

for the three days and in-

cluded 2 tickets to the Air-

fest.  

Please call or e-mail me if you 

would like more information 

on these events. 

And finally, a big thanks to 

John Dresselhaus for under-

writing our unit directory. 

The directory looks great and 

you should have yours by now. 

I have a number of extra cop-

ies if anyone needs another. E

-mail me and let me know. 

Thanks again to John, Joe and 

Edie Rodgers, Bob and Anita 

Koch for paving the way with 

USAdventureRV to get this 

done at no cost to the club.  

Presidentõs Message--April, 2008  

From the Editors Desk :  As you 

may have read in the 

previous issue of the 

Silver City News  we 

have a sponsor for 

our unit. USAdventur-

eRV. We are the first unit in our 

region to enjoy this privilege. Joe 

and Edie Rodgers, Bob and Anita 

Koch made this possible. USAd-

vantureRV has already proven to 

be a great sponsor, see page 5.  

Joe Rodgers not only worked 

tirelessly to update and comput-

erize the Unit Directory he also 

worked with John Dresselhaus to 

make this project an actuality. It 

not only looks professional but it 

will be easy to maintain for fu-

ture use. The Unit Directory is 

printed and published by USAd-

ventureRV.  

With the support and approval of 

President, Bob Whiteselll, the 

unit is becoming efficient both in 

cost and work. We are quickly 

becoming a part of the 21st Cen-

tury. This generation is lucky to 

have technology available to 

make the hard work our prede-

cessors experienced easier. 
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If you are interested in assuming 

responsibilities for any of these 

positions, please contact Bob 

Whitesell, President.  
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Notes from the editor. Last week, 

while watching a program on T.V. a 

segment of that program was devoted 

to the importance of proper docu-

mentation when US Citizens travel 

abroad. It brought to mind the article 

I read in the December 2007 issue of 

the BLUE BERET. The article is titled 

IMOPORTANT NOTICE  (Page 33)  It 

stated that òIn 2008  you will be re-

quired to provide proof of identity 

and citizenship when RETURNING to 

the US from foreign travel including 

Canada and Mexicoó As American citi-

zens be aware that you need proper 

documents to indentify who you are 

and you need to make sure that they 

are up to date and donõt leave home 

without it. Those traveling on cara-

vans are not exempt . If you have 

plans to travel abroad this summer, 

you must apply for your passport 

NOW!  The passport requirement will 

be implemented this summer, with-

out it you will be unable to travel 

abroad or come back into the US.  

Let me share an experience to bring 

home the importance of having 

proper documentation. For many 

years we traveled in and out of Can-

ada quite easily just with our driver 

licenses. A few years ago, my hus-

band, David and I traveled once more 

to Canada. We were stopped for the 

usual questions. Because I have an 

accent we had to get out of the car 

and go inside the building for further 

questioning and our trailer and car 

was searched thoroughly. After about 

four hours we were allowed to leave, 

not to Canada but back to the U.S. 

because I did not have my passport 

with me. I assure you it was not a 

pleasant experience, I was a US citi-

zen and yet this happened. That sort 

of thing  occurred in Europe not 

here!? In defense of the Canadian 

border guards, I feel that this was 

perhaps an overzealous guard on a 

rather isolated post for we never had 

such problems before. Having said 

that I cannot press enough on the im-

portance of carrying the proper docu-

ments with you. Times have and are 

changing -- it is an odd world we live 

in as Europe did away with its borders 

we are tightening them.  Have your 

documents with you .  

International Travel And The Importance Of  Documentation   
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Thousands of candles can be lighted 

from a single candle, and the life of 

the candle will not be shortened. 

Happiness never decreases by being 

shared.                                                    

No, the above poem is not a typical poem 

used for Valentines Day, but I thought it 

appropriate for our group as we gathered 

for a Valentine luncheon to celebrate love 

and friendship.  We touch each others life 

in numerous and varied ways as mem-

bers of the Northern Illinois Unit. Valen-

tines Day is a perfect opportunity to ex-

press our appreciation to each other. 

 

On a regular basis I see and hear people 

in our unit encouraging and supporting 

each other as they take on volunteer po-

sitions. I also see how former  leaders 

continue to work just as hard to make our 

rallies not only possible but also success-

ful. They are the thousand candles in our 

unit, lit by one candle, Wally Byam.   

 

I noticed that people who volunteer in any 

position not only learn what to do in their 

new position but also grow as human 

beings. Louise Humble, Second Vice 

President of Region 5 said to me when 

we met at the Region 5 Rally in Rantoul.

WBCCI and its units offer great oppor-

tunities through volunteering . Louise is 

a retired teacher and never expected to 

become a leader of any kind let alone at a 

Regional level in the WBCCI . Like 

Wally Byam our organization continues to 

light candles and we are the happier for it 

because we accomplish something.  As 

the poem 

says 

Happiness never decreases by being 

shared . The root of WBCCI is just that, 

however imperfect it may be at times. 

Remember it has brought 75 years of joy 

to many.  

 

Marlis and Bud Hutchison were once 

again our gracious host and hostess and 

as unusual they were attentive to our 

needs. The gathering was well attended, 

20 members were present. The atmos-

phere was warm and upbeat with a lot of 

activity to and fro from a well stocked 

buffet.  It was also great to see the Ill fam-

ily, we hope to see them at some future 

rallies. 

 

Scott Mattera, a representative from 

USAdventureRV joined us and brought a 

beautiful new Safari Airstream for us to 

drool over.   Hope to see Scott and his 

wife as members of our unit. 

 

Bob Whitesell presented an exciting great 

agenda for the summer.  We will be doing 

something different from the norm!  It is 

going to be a fast summer. Look at his 

Message from the President  for infor-

mation and reserve some dates! 
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       Membership News  

Nor thern Illinois Snowbirds Gather For Winter  Meeting                       
On a balmy, sunny, 75 degree day, 

January 22, 2008, a group of 

eighteen Northern Illinois Snow-

birds assembled at Travelers Rest 

in central Florida.  

While little business was con-

ducted, a good time was enjoyed 

by all. During the mainly social 

event, the attendees participated 

in a pot luck luncheon, sampling 

varied dishes prepared by each 

couple.  

Those attending were: Rulene and 

Chuck Aarup, Mary and Ron Dahl-

berg, Marilyn and Albert Gustaf-

son, Opal Severs past first Lady of 

the Midwest Unit, Nancy and Bob 

Morrison, Bette and Jim Sullivan, 

Jo and Wag Wagnon, Bobbie and 

Jim Matkovich, Louise and Sam 

Winters and Barbara Worthington.  

The Morrisons traveled to the site 

from Holiday FL, and the Winters 

from Lakeland, FL, while the rest 

of the group reside at Travelers 

Rest during the winter season.  

Most of the participants will also 

attend an Illinois State luncheon 

to be held at a local restaurant on 

February 22, in company with oth-

ers in the area from Illinois. Sev-

eral will also attend the Florida 

State Rally in Sarasota late Febru-

ary.  

We invite you all to visit us in the 

future, if even for a few days, a 

week, or the season, and enjoy 

life in the warmer climate.  
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Upcoming Events  

 
 

            Contact person                 Activity                Date  
 

 

 òA Theme Rallyó 
Theme and location to be announced  

May 16-18, 2008         

Time:  (TBA) 

Bob and Sandy Whitesell 

(773) 286-8378 

òInternational Rallyó    
 Bozeman Montana 

June 28-July 4, 2008 

Time: (TBA) 

Mystery Rallyó 

Location to be announced.  

July 24-27, 2008        

Time:  (TBA) 

Norm White                      

(312) 497-1819 

Norm White                          

(312) 497-1819 

 
The Wally Byam Caravan 

Club International will hold 

its 51st International Rally 

June 28-July 4, 2008, at 

Bozeman, Montana! Planning should 

be in full swing. Norm White said that 

he is organizing  two types of Cara-

vans and is considering interstate I -90 

to Bozeman. He suggested two cara-

vans -- a fast caravan of three days 

without sightseeing, and an extensive 

caravan with sightseeing along the 

way for those who have time. The 

short caravan could leave June 24 

and the longer caravan could leave 

June 21, it all depends on the in-

terest, needs and participation of 

the members.  

For information contact Norm 

White at nswhite5840@gmail.com 

or call at(312) 497 -1819.   

Trailer òAó Rolling 

(Tune of As the Caissons go Rollinô Along) 
 

Over hill, over dale  

As we hit the crooked trail  

Keep those trailers a -rolling along.  

Weôre from here  

Weôre from there 

Weôre from almost everywhere 

And weôre always a-singing a song.  

 (Couplet) Verse 2. 

Singing hi, hi, ho  

For WBCCI 

Hurry, hurry, hurry  

Loud and strong  

Bozeman or bust  

Dodge the rocks and eat the 

dust  

An Interesting Fact :  A fact for my card playing 

friends. Did you know that each king in a deck of playing 
cards represents a great king from history? Spades--is King 
David, Clubs-- Alexander the Great, Hearts --Charlemagne, 

and Diamonds-- Julius Caesar. Imagine American Presi-

dents instead of kings on a deck of playing cards! Would 

they wear a suit or a toga, a baseball cap or a crown?  

 A New Song To Learn For Upcoming Events  

This is our second 

song. I think the 

songs are delightful 

and a little refresher 

of our traditions they 

fit well in our mod-

ern ways of doing 

things - opposites 

attract and comple-

ment the other. Save 

this song along with 

the first one you 

received in your last 

newsletter. Put them 

in your trailer.   

Walk in Beautiful Bozeman : There will 

be a new program offered at the Inter-

national Rally in Bozeman - óWalking 

for Funó.  It will take place either out-

side or indoors. Walking tracts are 

available at the University. If you like 

to volunteer contact Kathy Ciokiewicz 

at kciok162@gmail.com or 623-875-

9138. A good alternative to eating!  


