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FROM THE EDITORõS DESK 

Our first April Rally at Lee 

County Fairgrounds in Amboy, 

Illinois was a pleasant and a 

successful gathering. It was 

well attended. We had 18 

units on site and they all 

seemed to be able to park the 

trailers without getting stuck 

in the soft grass. I felt that we 

were lucky because the only 

rain we received was delivered 

with a vengeance Friday eve-

ning while we were enjoying 

each otherõs company and 

sharing a wonderful meal to-

gether, served by Judy and 

Harry Jamison and Rulene and 

Chuck Aarup. Following Friday 

nightõs meal a successful 

board meeting was held. (See 

page 5 for more details).  

Saturday morning arrived with 

the winds continuing to howl 

and the thermometer dipping 

(but no rain)! Delicious French 

toast, strawberries and sau-

sages were prepared and 

served by Nancy and Bob Mor-

rison and Jean and Dick 

DeHahn.  Following the meal 

we had the general meeting 

and again it went well.  We 

played some games and had 

Saturday afternoon free.  

We had a full agenda to dis-

cuss at the meeting and with 

everyoneõs help, we concluded 

the meeting in 1 1/2 hours.  

The major topics discussed 

included:  

1) The unit survey form that 

summarized our input for Bill 

Schrader.  

 2)  We decided to provide a 

proportional vote for our unit 

for the 2008 International 

election. Votes have been tal-

lied and will be presented by 

Bob Koch. 

 3)  We voted for Region 5 

candidates. 

3) We discussed the caravan                                  

to Bozeman.  

5) We discussed the immediate 

need to fill the position of   

Second Vice President for the 

remaining year, 2008 and an-

other second Vice President 

for 2008-2009. We also need 

two Trustees. Prepare a slate 

of candidates and communi-

cate this slate in writing to all 

members 90 days before elec-

tion.  

 6) Reinforce the proper pro-

cedure to make any changes to 

our constitution or bylaws.  

                                         

Following is a note from my 

wife , Sandy. òI wish to thank 

all of you for your prayers and 

concerns regarding my breast 

cancer surgery. It turned out 

fine and the cancer did not 

spread to my lymph nodes and 

I hope to see all of you very 

soonó.  

I too thank you for your won-

derful support. Without it, this 

would have been a more diffi-

cult journey. Thank you.  

 

If the balance is 

right, there will be 

a general sense that 

everything is in its 

proper place. Thomas Kinkade 

                                                                                                                                                       

I am pleased to introduce you 

to Sharon White as a regular 

contributing reporter for the 

newsletter. Sharon responded 

to my request to have a regu-

lar section in the newsletter  

acknowledging birthdayõs and 

anniversaries of our members. 

It is another wonderful way of 

connecting with each other.  

òHistoricallyó, proposed 

amendments to the constitu-

tion and bylaws have been 

communicated to you via the 

newsletter. However, we now 

also deliver the newsletter via 

e-mail. The bylaws do not 

specify the use of e -mail, 

therefore we cannot publish 

the amended material to you 

by this method.  

Clearly, proposed changes to 

the constitution or bylaws 

should be communicated to 

members by e-mail. Bylaws 

need to be amended to allow 

for communications appropri-

ate for this time and moment 

of our history. What do you 

think? 
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        Northern Illinois Unit Officers  

 President , Bob Whitesell  #1775, 

               (773)286-8278, whitesellrobert@yahoo.com 

               First Vice President , Norm White #5840 

             (312)497-1819, nswhite5840@gmail.com 

Second Vice President ,   

Position to be filled in the future 

Secretary , Anita Koch #2809 

                  (847)548-0141, robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

 Treasurer , Sue Chesnut #1262 

          (815)874-3307, kiltiecontra@msn.com 

                  Immediate Past President , Bob Morrison 

                 (847)965-3073, bobnan6048@sbcglobal.net 

           Northern Illinois Trustees  

        Terry Chesnut , #1262, 2 years 

                  (815)874-3307, kiltiecontra@msn.com 

   David Clark , #3137, 3 years 

             (773)761-0998, clarkooij@aol.com 
    Dick DeHahn , #1188, 1 year 

                     (815)235-3906, ridehahn@ionthenet.com 
Bob Koch , #2809, 2 years 

                         (847)548-014, robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 
        Nancy Morrison , #3744, 1 year 

                            (847)965-3073, bobnan604@sbcigiogbal.et 
   Joe Rodgers , #2783, 3 years 

                 (815)539-7040, scotty1@theramp.net 
 

Hospitality/Sunshine   

Peg Bauling #6551 

(815)946-2401 

Legislative  

David Clark #3137 

(773)761-0998 

clarkooij@aol.com 

Membership  

Bob Koch #2809 

(847)548-0141 

robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

 

The following positions are open.  

If you are interested in assuming 

responsibilities for any of these 

positions, please contact Bob 

Whitesell, President.  

 

Chaplain  

Ethics & Grievance  

Family & Youth  

Parliamentarian  

Northern Illinois Committee Chairs  

Officers, Trustees and Committee Chairpersons  

Newsletter Editor  

Martha Clark #3137 

(773)761-0998 

Clarkooij@aol.com 

Publicity  

Bob Koch #2809 

(847)548-0141 

robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

Webmaster  

Dwight Dixon #4122 

(815)344-1375 

dwightdixon@yahoo.com 

Caravan  

Norm White #5840 

(312)497-1819 

nswhite5840@gmail.com 

Constitution & Bylaws  

Bob Morrison #3744 

(847)965-3073 

bobnan6048@sbcglobal.net 

Historian  

Martha Clark #3137 

(773)761-0998 

Clarkooij@aol.com 

 

Rules and òoughtõsó as stated in the 

rules on basic unit operations : That 

while structure brings order, be aware 

of too many rules and òought's. Over-

done they can be a downer. People join 

WBCCI to have fun. 

We are delighted to welcome four 
new members to the Northern 
Illinois Unit. They are...  

                                              
Kenneth and Sandi Hinett,    
17601 Mill Creek Crossing        
Gurnee, Il 60031                     
rodbendr@aol.com  

Scott and Magan Mattera               

846N.Collumbia                             

Naperville, IL 60563                     

630-357-3214                     

HAPPY  

BIRTHDAY  

TO YOU !  

           E-Mail Correction  

Gordon Johnsonõs e-mail reads  

Gordoónójohn@yahoo.com. It Is,  

gordojonh@yahoo.com. Delete ònó 

  

Dick DeHahnõs e-mail reads              

rólódehahn@ionthenet. It is,       

ridehahn@ionthenet. Change òló 

for i .  

A thirty three feet motor 

home is for sale at a reduced 

price of $27,000. This also 

includes a hitch for pulling  

and a buddy braking system. 

Contact Bill Evans at 

n9duvn@yahoo.com  
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Happy 

 Anniversary 

4/08  - Martha Clark                        

4/12 - Joe Rodgers                                

6/04  - Harry Cramond                                                

6/29 - Rulene Aarup                         

7/04  - David Clark                            

7/04  -Jim Matkovich                        

7/09  - Marlis Hutchinson                 

7/14 - Carol Dixon.                   

6/25/59 - David and Martha Clark      

7/03/93 - Norm and Sharon White     

7/10/64 - Joe and Edie Rodgers        

7/11/59 - Jim and Marge Kraner      

7/16/54 - Wayne and Lilian Kortum  

7/17/70 - Harry and Yvonne Carmond            

The Christyõs are celebrating their 

Golden Anniversary 6/26 while on the 

Alaskan Caravan. Congratulation to all!            

I would like to introduce myself as the new contributing reporter for our unit newsletter, 

The Silver City News. My name is Sharon White and Iõve been a member or the Northern 

Illinois Unit since 2005. I will provide information about birthdays and anniversaries.  
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 Submitted by Anita Koch . On March 

8, 2008 at 11:30 a.m. Dwight and 

Carol Dixon, Bill Evans, Ken and Sandi 

Hinett, Marlis and Bud Hutchinson, 

Bob and Anita Koch, Dorothy Modler 

and her son Steve, Bonnie Nester and 

Joe Rodgers met at The Old Country 

Buffet in the Spring Hill Mall in West  

Dundee. Ken and Sandi Hinett are 

new members of the Northern Illinois 

Unit. Theyõll be picking up their brand 

new Airstream from Colonial Air-

stream in New Jersey and if weather 

permits and if all goes according to 

plan, theyõll attend our April 25-27 

Rally in Amboy.  

It was good to see that Dorothy 

Modler and her son Steve also at-

tended the luncheon.    

Region 5 dinner 

at the 2008 Sara-

sota, Florida 

State Rally was 

well attended by 

members from 

the three States 

Region 5 represents. Expecting excel-

lence from President Dick Heyde, (see 

picture above) it was no surprise that 

this luncheon was a wonderful experi-

ence. Eight people from the Northern 

Illinois Unit were present to share 

dinner and fellowship together. The  

photograph in the center is of the 

Northern Illinois members who at-

tended. From left to right are Martha 

and David Clark, Chuck and Rulene 

Aarup, Mary and Ron Dahlberg. Robert 

and Jo Wagnon also attended but are  

 

 

 

 

not shown in the picture.  

The Florida State Rally was a marvel-

ous event. The organization of this 

event is outstanding and to think it is 

all done by volunteers, like you and 

me. The rally had a Hawaiian theme, 

with some wonderful Hawaiian and 

Polynesian dances for entertainment. 

Even members from the audience 

were invited to participate. Last year, 

2007, 480 members attended, this 

year, 2008, 427 members attended, 

that is 53 members less. It is hoped 

that the down curve will not con-

tinue. It was pleasant and surprising 

to see twelve members from Northern 

Illinois Unit present at the  Sarasota 

Rally. They were, Dave and Jan Un-

derwood, Gordon and Joyce Johnson, 

Jim and Bobby Matkovich, Rich and 

Mary Ann Matkovich, David and Kathy 

Garlic Martha and David Clark. I  en-

courage and recommend this rally for 

those who have not as yet attended.  

Despite warnings of hurricanes, 

threatening high winds, thunder 

storms and a sharp drop in tempera-

ture, eighteen Airstream trailers were 

present at the 2008 April óBuddyó 

Rally. Eight people came to the rally 

without a trailer. They were Marlis 

and Bud Hutchison, Linda Keutzer and 

Bob Yuill, Dorothy and her son Steve 

Modler and Linda and, Warren Dotton. 

We also had guest from the Lincoln 

Unit John and Waneta Riggenbach. 

Sue Chesnut brought Joyce Blanchard 

to the rally. Joyce was a rich source 

of information about the history of 

the 1980õs. Joyce sent me the pic-

tures for the òOld Ridge Boysó   on 

page 9.  We had the usual social hour 

followed by a dinner served by Judy 

and Harry Jamison and Rulene and 

Chuck Aarup. After dinner many so-

cialized or played games whereas offi-

cers and trustees gathered for the 

annual board meeting. (See page 5 for 

information of the meeting).  

The following day began with a deli-

cious breakfast served by Nancy and 

Bob Morrison and Jean and Dick 

DeHahn. To our delight our seasoned 

Historian Joan Goyke not only graced 

us with her presence but also brought 

some terrific history books for us to 

look at. After breakfast we had a 

business meeting (see page 5 for in-

formation), lunch and the afternoon 

were on our own. Dinner that evening 

was served by our leaders. We had 

great big pork chops cooked on a grill 

outside and we each brought a dish to 

go those giant porkchops . We had a 

leisurely spent evening and some even 

sat outside by a campfire!  

                                                         

It was unfortunate to see Bill Evans, 

Nancy and Bob Morrison leave early. 

Bill needed to go home, Nancy and 

Bob had another engagement. Their 

presence was missed. 

   The April òBuddy Rallyó at Amboy April 25-27 

Region 5 Dinner and the Florida State Rally  

Membership News  
April Luncheon  

 



Membership News  
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         The Budget for 2008 presented below was put together by Dave Mayo.               

Amended and approved at the April Board Meeting  



 

adventurous members are 

Anita Koch, Jerry and Mary 

Lou Christy. Before going on 

their journey they will at-

tend the International Rally 

at 

Bozeman, Montana. From 

there they travel to Prince 

George, BC for a rendezvous 

to begin this marvelous   

and incredible journey. In 

the Blue Beret this caravan 

is called the ògranddaddyó 

of all caravans. It  also 

goes on to say that they 

will be traveling over 5000 

miles of breathtaking 

beauty and adventurous 

challenges and that they 

will engage in over 40 

amazing activities. I rec-

ommend that you read the 

óBlue Beretó (see page 74) 

and read what adventures 

are in store for our mem-

bers.                                      

Be strong and content 

while traveling the open 

roads. Have a most re-

markable experience, 

happy trails and a safe re-

turn home.  

  Bon Voyage ! 

I n t e r n a t i on a l  C a r a v an   

D a t e s  t o   R e m e m b e r  

with them at Bozeman, and 

enter the rally grounds 

with the caravan. Thus 6 

units will enter the rally. 

Judy and Harry Jamison, 

Linda Keutzer and Bob Yuil, 

Martha and David Clark, 

Jim and Bobby Matkovich 

will leave early and travel 

individually to work at the 

rally, or attend meetings.  

Five trailers with 10 

members will be traveling 

as a caravan to the Inter-

national Bozeman Rally in 

Montana. They are Ru-

lene and Chuck Aarup, 

John and Waneta Riggen-

bach, Dick and Jean 

DeHahn, Bob and Anita 

Koch, Jerry and Mary Lou 

Christy. Warren and Kath-

leen Wilkosz will connect 
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ACTIVITY  CONTACT PERSON  

June 28 -July 4  

2008  

DATE  

òInternational Rallyó    

Bozeman, Montana         

Norm White  

(312) 497 -8278 

July 24 -27, 2008  Mystery Rally at Thomson 

Causeway. In Thomson Illinois  

 

Norm White  

(312) 497 -8278 

Wisdom is know-
ing what to do 
next.  

Skill is knowing 
how to do it.  

Virtue is doing it .   

                Thomas Jefferson 

Why do we park 
on drive ways 
and drive on 

Parkways ? 

 

July 14, 2008 six adventur-

ous members of our unit will 

be traveling to Alaska in a  

caravan and will return Sep-

tember 14, 2008. Northern 

Illinois Unit is proud to 

boast the caravan leaders, 

Jim and Bobbi Matkovich as 

one of their own. Although 

Jim and Bobbi have led 

other caravans, such as the 

Landmark and were co-

leaders for the Baja, Cali-

fornia Caravan, it will be 

the first time that they will 

lead a caravan to Alaska. 

Clearly, they have the en-

thusiasm, the energy and 

the spirit to take on such a 

big responsibility. Our other 

 

Upcoming Events  

On page 5 is the itiner-

ary as developed by 

the participating mem-

bers of the Interna-

tional Caravan to 

Bozeman Montana. 

Each couple will be 

the caravan leader for 

a day, this way they 

will have a leader at 

all times. Have a safe 

and a happy journey.  

Adventure to Alaska --The Last Frontier  

Page 5 



First Vice President Norm White presented a  good itinerary for caravan members to follow, however, the 

members revised the itinerary to include additional stopovers so that the mileages per day would be less. 

The following  is the final result. The caravan members are pictured below working on their caravan route. 

They are from left to right. Chuck and Rulene Aarup, Waneta and John Riggenbach, Bob and Anita Koch, 

Jean and Dick DeHahn. We wish them happy trails and a safer return home.  

Meet at Wisconsin Dells Thursday 6/19 at County Roads RV Resort. 

Arrive at Fairmont, Minnesota Friday, 6/20 at Flying Goose Campground - 265 miles. 

Arrive at Presho, South Dakota, Saturday 6/21 and Sunday 6/22 at New Frontier RV Park - 291 miles. 

Arrive at Sundance, Wyoming Monday 6/23 and Tuesday 6/24 at Mountain View RV Park - 246 miles. 

Arrive at Billings, Montana Wednesday 6/25 at Trailer Village RV Park - 294 miles. 

Arrive at Bozeman, Montana Thursday 6/26 at International Pool -141 Miles. 
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Mystery Rally: 1st Vice President Norm White provided the following information on the Mystery Rally. 

òCanoeing, mountain biking, x-treme hiking or not. Come join us at the Mystery Rally located at Thomson 

Causeway in Thomson, Illinois on the USA Army Corps of Engineers land. Fun, fellowship and mystery will 

be yours as we spend 3 nights along the Mighty Mississippi. Make your reservation for the River Birch loop

( RIVE) starting Thursdays, July 24 - for 3 nights . Sites have 30amp service. http://www.recreation.gov/ 

or call 1 -877-6777 for reservations and ask for sites 80 to 90. Also, please call Norm or Sharon White for  

further information and planning events. The campground is great and you can be assured it will be fun.  

Mystery Rally and the Agenda for the caravan to Bozeman 

Married for 68 years and members of the WBCCI for 32 years 

 On January 30, 1940 Eugene 

and Pauline Campbell were 

married in the Town of Bagley, 

Iowa, in the ministers home 

called the òManseó. They paid 

one dollar and seventy -five 

cents for a marriage license 

which is still valid 68 years 

later, can you imagine that!  

Eugene and Pauline met at 

Guthrie Center, Iowa. It was 

love at first sight it seemed. 

They soon were the proud par-

ents of three handsome sons, 

unfortunately they lost their 

son Robert in a plane crash in 

1977 while on a business trip. 

However painful the loss, they 

are so very happy with their 

surviving sons Ronald and Al-

len.  

Eugene served in the Navy from 

1944-46 in Okinawa where he 

put together hospitals and 

spent six months in Hawaii af-

ter the war. Pauline worked for 

17 years for the Trade Service 

Publications and raised their 

sons in Iowa. Eugene worked 

for 33 years for the IRS, col-

lecting our money? When they 

retired they both volunteered 

for the hospital services --24 

years for Eugene and 22 years 

for Pauline.  

In 1976 they bought an Air-

stream trailer, the same trailer 

they still use today when they 

come to Amboy. They traveled 

often with their trailer and 

enjoyed going to the Interna-

tional Rallies for a number of 

years. They even traveled to 

Alaska with their trailer. They 

have also traveled without 

their trailer to many countries 

in Europe i.e., Holland, Bel-

gian, Stockholm and Ireland. 

They also visited Russia and 

East Germany when those 

countries were still behind the 

Iron Curtain.  

Eugene and Pauline continue to 

attend rallies at Amboy regu-

larly. We are proud to call 

them one of our own!   

 

The International Caravan to Bozeman, Montana 



      A Synapse of the Northern Illinois Unit 038 General Meeting                                                                         

by Recording Secretary Anita Koch                                                                                                                

April 26, 2008  
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Robert Whitesell called the meeting 

to order at 11:00 a.m. at the Lee 

County 4-H Fairgrounds. Roll call 

found 4 officers and 4 trustees pre-

sent. Sue Chesnut gave the treas-

urerõs report: We have a balance on 

hand of $4,845.61 as of March 14.        

Minor changes need to be made to our 

by-laws. It was decided to wait until 

after the International Rally. As long 

the membership is informed at least 

two weeks before a meeting (by 

newsletter), a motion can be made 

and a yea or nay vote may be taken.  

                                                     

Bob Koch, Membership Chairman, cor-

responded to 24 units. We have three 

new member units. Norm White 

stated he would meet with the Boze-

man Caravanners immediately after 

the General Meeting. We have six 

unit: They are  Aarups ,  Christys,  

DeHanhs, Koch's, Riggenbachs and the 

Wilkosz. The Wilkosz will join us at 

the last stop  

Our sign-up sheet showed 18 units 

present and 35 people present.  

Dwight Dixon, Safety Chairman, 

showed us the tongue-weight device. 

Wayne Kortum has the LP sniffer.  

Martha Clark has combined the news-

letter and year book yielding a more 

compact history book. Martha an-

nounced that Sharon White would be 

a Contributing Reporter. Sharon will 

have birthdays and anniversaries of 

our members recognized.  

Bob Whitesell indicated we need a 

slate of officers for 2008/2009, 1st 

V.P., 2nd V.P. to fill the current year 

and next year 2 trustees. If interested 

in any of the  positions, please let Bob 

know. 

The slate of officers will then be 

posted in the June/July newsletter 

with a ballot so that the 90 day period 

between the vote taken and the In-

stallation of Officers the first week -

end in October can take place.  

Communications Bulletin Board to be 

posted at the International (Ron and 

Joan Goyke, Rulene Aarup later volun-

teered).   

N. Illinois is host for the Illinois Lunch-

eon at Bozeman. Martha Clark volun-

teers to be chairwoman for this 

event.  

There will be a seminar for the dele-

gates on June 30th. Bob Koch con-

sented to be the delegate: David 

Clark will be the alternate delegate.  

International Votes were distributed 

to each unit to returned to the secre-

tary/delegate of our unit. A motion 

was made by David Clark and sec-

onded by Dick DeHahn that we do not 

vote by bloc vote, rather by percent-

age of the membership. The motion 

was unanimously accepted. 

There will be at least one Airstream in 

the Amboy Parade the end of August. 

Airstream has a long history with Am-

boy. The very first Airstream Club, 

Midwest Unit, met at the 4 -H Fair-

grounds in Amboy 51 years ago. 

Joan Goyke presented a history book 

to Chuck Aarup for his term of office 

2005 for a job well done. Chuck was 

òtouchedó appreciative. 

Our next meeting will be held at the 

Illinois Beach State Park in Zion, IL. If 

you come on Thursday or early Friday, 

reservations are probably wonõt be 

needed. Tell them you are from the 

Airstream club and ask to park near  

the pine trees.  

 It was a wonderful day when news 

of Sandyõs test results all returned  

negative!!!  

Sandy was diagnosed with Breast 

Cancer in April and on Friday May 

2nd she had a successful lumpec-

tomy. Bob was deeply moved and so 

happy when he received such posi-

tive results from the Doctor. Bobõs Mother, Doris and 

sister, Vicky and son Matthew shared in this joyous 

news!!!  

Sandy, our First Lady, faced this scary diagnosis with 

courage, tranquility and a sense of humor. It will be 

extraordinarly special after this experience to have  

normalcy again and to be able to look forward to a 

bright future celebrating life with a new awareness.       

Joan Goyke presented a 

history book to Chuck 

Aarup for his term of 

office in 2005 for a job 

well done. Due to ill-

ness in her family Joan 

was unable to finish this 

project. But the fin-

ished year book was 

well worth the wait for 

it is beautiful and full of information. We say that Joan is 

the former Historian, but I say she is the ongoing seasoned 

Historian for she still collects history about WBCCI in gen-

eral. She is so knowledgeable about the history of our unit, 

a knowledge she generously shares with me. Did I notice or 

was it my imagination, Chuck Aarup looks very handsome 

in the year book pictures. Joan must have picked the best.  
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