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Greetings to ALL!!!  Hope everyone 

is having a safe and enjoyable sum-

mer.  First things first.  Sandy had 

her third chemo treatment on Mon-

day July 28th and is doing well.  

Only one more treatment to go!   

Weôve been having a great time 

with our Airstream so far this sea-

son.  The club has sponsored three 

outings recently and none of them 

involved Amboy.  Not saying that 

Amboy is not a fun place to meet, 

but a number of our members have 

asked for rallies at other places and 

we have accomplished this goal.  

May 16th through May 18th we gath-

ered at Illinois Beach State Park for 

a ñthemeò rally.  The theme was 

ñcooking and eating the Lewis and  

Clark wayò.  A number of meals 

were prepared using Dutch ovens 

and the results were outstanding.  

The weather was wonderful as well 

and we all had sites adjacent to each 

other.  June 6th, 7th and 8th saw a 

couple of our members camped out 

next to the very active runway at the 

Rockford Airfest.  Sitting next to 

our Airstreams, we could almost 

read the names on the helmets as 

our military experts pilots showed 

off with their amazing American 

flying machines.  What a sight and 

what a display of power and patriot-

ism.  Our mystery rally this year 

was held at the Corps of Engineers 

facility at Thomson Causeway in 

Thomson Illinois.  We had 10 trail-

ers attend this rally and the location 

and activities were first rate.  This 

campground is literally on the 

shores of the mighty Mississippi 

which is three miles wide at this 

location.  The food flowed like 

water (as usual) and the views and 

weather could not be beat.  All who 

attended these rallies had a great 

time.  I only wish that more of our 

folks had joined us. 

I am requesting our boardôs ap-

proval to cancel the Amboy rally 

scheduled for October 3rd through 

October 5th.  A number of our mem-

bers will be attending other club 

functions during that time and I am 

concerned that only a few units 

would attend.  With approval, I 

recommend that we have our third 

business meeting at the Amboy 

Depot Days rally scheduled for 

September 22nd through the 24th.  

Please see information on this rally 

in this newsletter and we are hoping 

for a good turn out at this rally. 

Also, mark your calendars for our 

Thanksgiving / White Elephant rally 

scheduled for October 30th through 

November 1st.  This rally will be 

held at Amboy. 

Looking forward to seeing you all 

soon. 

 

                         

            

It gives me great satisfaction to 

have the newsletter coming 

along as it is. However, my goal 

is to continues to have more  

member participation --I am 

pleased. to announce again that 

we have a second contributing 

reporter for our unit newsletter. 

My husband, David Clark. He 

will regularly present an article 

suggesting and describing the 

best, or the worst campgrounds 

while he continues to write the 

òTech Talkó column. Currently 

we have four members partici-

pating in creating and bringing 

the newsletter to you. they are - 

Sandy Whitesell  

       Assistant Publisher 

Bob Whitesell 

       Printer  

Sharon White 

       Contributing Reporter  

David Clark 

       Contributing Reporter.  

 

Recently I have successfully 

published the newsletter on our  

 unit web site through a link to 

my personal web site,     

www.holland1.org .                            

I have now given our members 

all the possible options of re-

ceiving  the newsletter. The 

only problem that may still exist 

is if you have dial -up service but 

Acrobat may be helpful here 

without changing the type of 

service you have. If that does 

not help then you may want to  

request a hardcopy.  As editor 

of our unit I have done my best 

to provide the newsletter to you 

in the three possible methods 

available -- Postal service, e-

mail and the unit website. Until 

recently this was not possible.  

 Northern Illinois Unit is now 

eloquently present in the 21st 

century. If you prefer to use the 

web site only let me know I will 

remove  your name from the e -

mail list. No NIU member needs 

to be without the newsletter.  
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Northern Illinois Unit Officers  

President , Bob Whitesell  #1775, 

(773)286-8278, whitesellrobert@yahoo.com 

First Vice President , Norm White #5840 

(312)497-1819, nswhite5840@gmail.com 

Second Vice President ,   

Position to be filled in the future 

Secretary , Anita Koch #2809 

(847)548-0141, robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

Treasurer , Sue Chesnut #1262 

(815)874-3307, kiltiecontra@msn.com 

Immediate Past President , Bob Morrison 

(847)965-3073, bobnan6048@sbcglobal.net 

           Northern Illinois Trustees  

        Terry Chesnut , #1262, 2 years 

                  (815)874-3307, kiltiecontra@msn.com 

   David Clark , #3137, 3 years 

             (773)761-0998, clarkooij@aol.com 
    Dick DeHahn , #1188, 1 year 

                     (815)235-3906, ridehahn@ionthenet.com 
Bob Koch , #2809, 2 years 

                         (847)548-014, robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 
        Nancy Morrison , #3744, 1 year 

                            (847)965-3073, bobnan604@sbcigiogbal.et 
   Joe Rodgers , #2783, 3 years 

                 (815)539-7040, scotty1@theramp.net 
 

 

Hospitality/Sunshine   

Peg Bauling #6551 

(815)946-2401 

Legislative  

David Clark #3137 

(773)761-0998 

clarkooij@aol.com 

Membership  

Bob Koch #2809 

(847)548-0141 

robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

 

 

The following positions are open.  

If you are interested in assuming 

responsibilities for any of these 

positions, please contact Bob 

Whitesell, President.  

 

Chaplain  

Ethics & Grievance  

Family & Youth  

Parliamentarian  

Northern Illinois Committee Chairpersons  

Officers, Trustees and Committee Chairpersons  

Newsletter Editor  

Martha Clark #3137 

(773)761-0998 

Clarkooij@aol.com 

Publicity  

Bob Koch #2809 

(847)548-0141 

robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

Webmaster  

Dwight Dixon #4122 

(815)344-1375 

dwightdixon@yahoo.com 

Caravan  

Norm White #5840 

(312)497-1819 

nswhite5840@gmail.com 

Constitution & Bylaws  

Bob Morrison #3744 

(847)965-3073 

bobnan6048@sbcglobal.net 

Historian  

Martha Clark #3137 

(773)761-0998 

Clarkooij@aol.com 

 
 
 

 

We are pleased to welcome 

Monique Marie Clark as a new 

member to the Northern Illinois 

Unit.  

Monique Clark 
2840 W. Estes #1                           
Chicago, IL 600625  
                                           
Phone: (773) 764-7782                              
Cell phone: (773) 426-7633                                       
E-mail Address: 
mqclark@yahoo.com     

  

HAPPY  

BIRTHDAY  

TO YOU !  

BICYCLE BUILT FOR TWO 

Daisy, Daisy, give me your answer do.  

I m half crazy, all for the love of you. 

It won t be a stylish marriage, 

I can t afford a carriage. 

But you ll look sweet upon the seat 

Of a bicycle built for two. 

                    

The Wally Byam Caravan Club Inter-

national will hold its 52nd Interna-

tional Rally at Madison, Wisconsin 

from June 28 to July 4, 2009.                                        

Look in the Blue Beret for a Registra-

tion coupon and information. The 

decal on the left is the new logo.                                             

òBe The Best You Can Beó 
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Happy 

 Anniversary 
8/02ñDorothy Modler                    

8/19ñDwight Dixon                      

8/31ñJoyce Blanchard                 

9/03ñJean DeHahn                      

9/07ñSandra Whitesell                 

9/18ñSteve Modler                      

9/18ñBud Hutchinson                  

9/24ñMarge Kraner 

8/08/88 ñBob and Nancy Morrisson 

9/04/65 ñDick and Jean DeHahn 
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  The Lewis and Clark Rally at Illinois Beach State Park, 2008 

If we spent too much of our en-

ergy trying to run the Universe, 

we wonõt have much energy left 

for living joyfully                                                        

-- By  Thomas Kinkade   

The only activity we had time 

for at this rally was the pleasure 

of being and living those three 

days together joyfully, no poli-

tics of any kind.  

Cooking in Dutch Ovens much 

like the explorers Lewis and 

Clark did on their journey west 

was for our unit a success in 

several ways that we could not 

have imagined. The whole proc-

ess of cooking a meal indeed 

served us the best and most 

delicious meal but more impor-

tantly it brought us together in a 

way that would not have been 

possible otherwise. This rally 

was a gift to each other.  

òThe rally was held May 16-19, 2008 at the 

Zion Illinois Beach State Park. We all camped 

together on excellent and generous sites. This 

campground allowed us to enjoy beach walks 

or hikes in the woods or bike rides. Illinois 

Beach State Resort nestled in the dunes over-

looking the beach and Lake Michigan pro-

vided a pleasant gathering for our Satur-

day evening dinner.  

Eighteen members participated in the May 

Theme Rally of which 10 members, Jim 

and Bobbie Matkovich, Martha and David 

Clark, Rulene and Chuck Aarup, Sue, 

Terry, Matthew and Christina Chesnut 

arrived a day early. These members en-

joyed not only a day of visiting with each 

other, but Jim Matkovich made a great camp-

fire for us. While enjoying the campfire we 

also solved the problems of the world. Thurs-

day was a prelude for the rally itself.  

Friday morning the remaining members, Bob 

Whitesell, Dwight and Carol Dixon, Dave and 

Dolores Mayo, Mike and Rita Christine Ander-

son, Norm and Sharon White arrived, their 

arrival was a festive occasion in itself.   

The rally activities were punctuated with the 

unique experience of cooking the Lewis and 

Clark way. Dave Mayo the 

main protagonist of this 

event with his wife 

Dolores, and with the help 

of our president Bob 

Whitesell and first lady 

Sandy Whitesell, created 

an atmosphere of friendly 

activity and a social inter-

action that was meaningful 

and lasting. It was great to 

sit around watch, help, or ask questions, and 

be educated in the process of this type of 

cooking. Andé.the amazing  result was a lot of 

good feelings and a most excellent meal of 

chilly with dumplings, chicken stew with 

dumplings and  sloppy joes with dumplings. 

Carol and Dwight Dixon provided 

and cooked fresh corn on the 

cob. None of us could have been 

more satisfied. In the evening 

Jim Matkovich again made a 

grand campfire and a group of 

satisfied NIU members were con-

tent to sit around it and muse 

about the daysõ experience. 

                                                      
The following day was busy with 

activities. Some members went 

for a walk along the beach 

whereas others went for a nature 

walk, and some went for a local 

trolley ride. We also had a major 

technical activity, installing a 

Hensley Hitch and installing a 

trailer brake in a car. That eve-

ning we all went to the lodge for 

dinner and retired to our trailers happy from a 

day well spent.  

The following morning we were treated to a 

deliciously late breakfast of homemade òegg 

mc muffinsó cooked by Sandy Whitesell and 

Dolores Mayo on a camping 

stove. Sharon White cooked a 

òBlue Berry Dumpó to die for in 

a Dutch Oven. This late break-

fast/brunch lasted for quite a 

while, it seemed as though we 

were not ready to pack and 

leave.  

This rally had found its balance 

and we went home with great 

memories and good feelings. 



òTHE TENACIOUS TENó 

The NIU Caravan to the 51st International in Bozeman Montana  
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òThe Tenacious Tenó from the North-

ern Illinois Unit descended on Bozeman 

Montana for the 51st Annual WBCCI In-

ternational Rally, and entered the Bull 

Pen at 2:00 PM Thursday afternoon, June 

26, 2008. They traveled across country 

from their homes in Illinois to Baraboo, 

Wisconsin, Fairmont  Minnesota, Presho 

South Dakota, Sundance, Wyoming, and 

Bozeman, Montana. The average miles 

per day driven between campgrounds 

was approximately 250 to 300 miles.  

They were greeted by Judy Jamison and 

Martha Clark, as they arrived in the Bull 

Pen. After traveling for so long it was 

peculiar that they, their rigs and their 

cars looked so fresh and clean. I learned 

that they groomed and cleaned their 

equipment and themselves before arriv-

ing. I took the necessary pictures, Judy 

exchanged greetings and shared experi-

ences. They were processed and within 

40 minutes were parked on their as-

signed sites. Steve and Mary Lantvit 

joined the caravan at the Bull Pen for 

entry .  

The òtenacious tenó were Chuck and 

Rulene Aarup, Waneta and John Riggen-

bach, Anita and Bob Koch, Jean and Dick 

DeHahn, Jerry and Mary Lou Cristy. 

Since their was no caravan leader, each 

couple took on the responsibilities for a 

day. This method worked well for them, 

and it showed them to be problem 

solvers.   

Following are some memories of the 

journey by caravan members.  

Caravan leaders Chuck and Rulene Aa-

rup. June19 -20 Thursday and Friday.  

At the rendezvous point, in Baraboo Wis-

consin, they not only enjoyed each oth-

ers company  but also enjoyed a deli-

cious pot luck supper together in the 

campgroundõs pavilion ñ  Rulene Aarup 

said òit was a fine startó. We took off 

Friday morning for our first leg of the 

journey with Chuck as our leader and 

Jerry and Mary Lou Cristy as the ca-

boose. We where óFive Ducks in a Rowó 

Anita called us. We had lunch in our 

trailer at the second rest stop in Minne-

sota. We also needed to buy supplies and 

groceries at the local Wal -Mart in Blue 

Earth, Minnesota, while Jean DeHahn 

and Waneta Wriggenbach took pictures 

of the òJolly Green Giantó, before, con-

tinuing to the next destination in Minne-

sota. As we drove into òThe Flying Goose 

Campgroundó at Fairmont Min., we were 

all impressed with the neatness and the 

beauty of the place. The owners were 

friendly and hospitable. They invited us 

to their office to look at some pictures 

of Airstreams from the 1960õs. They may 

have had some rallies in the area. It had 

been a long day so, some of our mem-

bers retired early while some played 

Joker. It was a good day.  

                       Rulene Aarup  #27474                               

Caravan Leaders Jerry and Mary Lou 

Crity. June 21 -22 Saturday and Sun-

day. On our trip to Presho, South Da-

kota, we stopped to see the Corn Palace 

with this yearõs new theme, ò Everyday 

Heroesó, and bought some souvenirs. 

The Corn Palace is redecorated every 

year using 3,000 bushels of grains and 

grasses, over a ton of nails and wire and 

9 different colors of Indian corn to cre-

ate the mural pictures at the cost of 

about $100,000. Of course an ice cream 

shop was near and on a hot day that is 

where we all went.  

                      Mary Lou Christy #3635 

Caravan Leaders Dick and Jean 

DeHahn. Monday, Tuesday June 24. 

The òFantastic, Fabulous, Fearless Five 

Ducksó in a row left the New Frontier RV 

Park at Presho, S.D. at 8 AM in the RAIN! 

Heading for Sundance Wyoming. Entering 

a different time zone. We went from 

Central Time Zone to the Mountain time 

Zone. (We could have slept for another 

hour)!  We took some time for the scenic 

drive at the òBadlandõs Loop Scenic By-

way (a loop beginning at exit 131 of In-

terstate 90 and ending in in the town of 

Wall. Approximately 35 miles). Our 

Golden Age pass saved us $15.00 for the 

trip, how about that! The Scenic Byway 

was spectacular, while the Reifel Visitors 

Center had informative exhibits. In addi-

tion we viewed a 20 minute video of the 

Badlands, we left knowing a lot about 

this area. The òLoopó ended at Wall, 

S.D. where we visited the famous Wall 

Drugs, where we acted like tourists and 

shared dinner in a local café.  

We refueled at the Flying J in Rapid City, 

and had an uneventful, relaxing trip to 

Sundanceõs Mountain View RV Park.       

Jean DeHahn sent pictures for this seg-

ment, but I canõt access our mail, sorry 
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The NIU Caravan to the 51st International in Bozeman Montana  
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Thunderstorms are expected tonight ñ the 

clouds are huge, tall and magnificent. We 

can see forever, from our sites.  A knock on 

the òTwinkiesó door brought a suggestion 

from John Riggenbach that we take a look 

at what Spearfish had to offer. Eight of us 

decided to go. We traveled on the Spear-

fish Canyon Highway, a National Scenic 

Byway, it was wonderful. We stopped for 

spectacular photographic opportunities a 

few times, and had coffee at Latch String 

Restaurant across from Spearfish Canyon 

Lodge. 

We headed on a new trek toward the Ther-

mosphere Gallery only to discover the art-

ist, Dick Termes, was out! Disappointed we 

went to town for lunch at the China Buffet. 

Duty again called us to Wal-Mart for sup-

plies at Spearfish after which we retuned 

to Sundance. Today our dog, Buster, is the 

mascot and was glad to see us return.  

                     Dick and  Jean DeHahn #1188                         

Caravan Leaders John and Waneta Rig-

genbach. Wednesday, June 25. We 

started our day at 8:00 AM this morning 

having a beautiful sunny day to enjoy. 

They must have had a lot of rain in Wyo-

ming because everything is so lush, green 

and new. Just for fun we took a side trip to 

Devilõs Tower. It was filled with sites of 

previous forest fires. Awesome views filled 

us with excitement when we first saw 

Devilõs Tower. Itõs a stump shaped cluster 

of rock columns of about 1,000 feet across 

the bottom rising to a height of 865 ft. We 

enjoyed seeing numerous pronghorn ante-

lopes as we traveled ñ some of these ani-

mals came close to the road for a good 

view.  

After traveling 336 miles, we arrived at the 

Trailer Village Campground at Billings, 

Montana. A well kept place with pretty 

window boxes and huge roses welcomed 

us.   

We ate together at the òMuzzle Loader 

Caf®ó coming away satisfied and carrying 

leftovers home. Threats of storms and 

tired bodiesñwe parted to our trailers with 

anticipation of our time at International.  

        John and Waneta Riggenback # 2438 

                                                                 

Caravan Leaders Bob and Anita Koch.  

Thursday, June 26 . Billings to Bozeman. 

We got to sleep in. We left 9:00 to 9:30 

AM. Cristyõs and Riggenbachõs went to get 

gas. We will meet them at the first rest 

stop. Itõs another beautiful day. The Aa-

rups are the caboose. The next rest stop 

weõll have lunch, prep ourselves and cars 

for entrance to the International.  

Lots of fire damage. We see snow covered 

mountains with rivers overflowing.  Weõre 

refreshed, have our letters up, IDõs and 

Registrations ready. Bozeman, here we 

come. Weõll meet Lanvits in the Bull Pen 

so weõll have our Super Six Pack. We saw 

railroad ties are being replaced. A railroad 

car with a huge round magnet picks up the 

metal nails. This was a relatively small 

trip ñ100 miles.  

                         Bob and Anita Koch #2809 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As I mentioned earlier, Judy Jamison, Mar-

tha Clark waited at the Bull Pen anticipat-

ing Northern Illinois Unit caravan arrival. 

While we waited we saw three caravans 

arrive -- Canada, Idaho and Virginia. It was 

exciting to see all these beautiful trailers 

or motor homes arrive from all corners of 

the US and Canada and then being proc-

essed so efficiently by our own volunteers. 

It was, however, especially wonderful to 

see our own group arrive safely, at 2:00 

PM, Thursday, June 26, 2008. 

  

 

 

 

 

Northern Illinois Unit Caravan arrives at 

the Bull Pen to be processed.  

NIU after being processed, go their 

assigned place at the International 

Home!  Silver City  

Electric make  a  home comfortable  

 Home at Bozeman  

 


