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Presidentõs Message. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . By Norm  White                       

Fun. Fellowship. Adventure. I am glad to be the President of a club that 

represents one of my passions -- Airstreaming. In the upcoming year, 
whether itõs camping at a State Park, boon docking, getting together for a 
luncheon, meeting at Amboy or caravanning to Madison, Wisconsin, will 
be for your enjoyment. As an all volunteer organization all members 

contributions are appreciated . I hope to receive your continued support in the next year.                                                                                                                                   

 

I would like to thank Past President Bob Whitesell and his wife Sandy for a successful 
year. I hope ours turns out as well. See you down the road and keep the shiny side up. 

 

Past Presidentõs Message . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . By Bob Whitesell      

To all my friends in the Northern Illinois Unit. Well, my year as President is quickly 

coming to an end. It is amazing that as we get older, time seems to fly by. I feel we ac-
complished most of the things we hoped to. We had a number of rallies at locations other 
than Amboy, a caravan was formed for the trip to the International Rally, we put a 
budget in place, we held three business meetings, a Christmas party was enjoyed and 
two springtime luncheons.  

 

In some respects, this was a tough year for Sandy and I due to Sandyõs cancer. We thank 
all of you for your prayers, cards and comforting support. I think our involvement in the 
club gave us the opportunity to dwell on things other than the illness and made the proc-
ess easier to handle. 

 

We are looking forward to attending the Region 5 Rally in Brandenburg, KY. I know 
quite a few of our members are planning on attending. Norm White will be installed at 
the Region Rally and I cannot think of a better person (actually a couple) than Norm to 
take over as our unit's President. Norm and Sharon have enthusiastically supported us 
this past year and they are looking forward with gusto to their new role.  

We still need folks to volunteer to fill the roles of First and Second Vice President. Please 
consider stepping up and taking on this responsibility. Filling these roles is critical to the 
longevity of our unit.  

 

I want to thank all the members of the board for their help this past year. I also want to 
thank Martha Clark for the hard work she put into producing our very fine newsletter. 
Martha, you have done a wonderful Job. Also, a big thanks to Dwight Dixon for main-
taining our web page.  

 

I encourage all our members to get involved with our club and all our activities. We have 
a great time when we are together and we look forward to seeing you all at our Thanks-
giving Rally starting October 24th. Thank you for allowing me to serve,  Bob.  
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Northern Illinois Unit Office  

President , Norm White #5840 

(312) 497-1819, nswhite5840@gmail.com 

First Vice President ,  

Position to be filled in the future 

Second Vice President ,   

Position to be filled in the future 

Secretary , Anita Koch #2809 

(847)548-0141, robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

Treasurer , Sue Chesnut #1262 

(815)874-3307, kiltiecontra@msn.com 

Immediate Past President , Bob Whitesell #1775 

(773)286-8278, whitesellrobert@yahoo.com      

 

Northern Illinois Trustees  

Terry Chesnut , #1262, 1 years 

(815)874-3307, kiltiecontra@msn.com                              

David Clark , #3137, 2 years 

(773)761-0998, clarkooij@aol.com 

Wayne Kortum ,  #25613, 3 years      

(708)331-72 

Bob Koch , #2809, 1 year 

(847)548- 014, robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

nan604@sbcigiogbal.et 

Joe Rodgers , #2783, 2 year              

(815)539-7040, scotty1@theramp.net 

 

Hospitality/Sunshine   

Peg Bauling #6551 

(815)946-2401 

Legislative  

David Clark #3137 

(773)761-0998 

clarkooij@aol.com 

Membership  

Bob Koch #2809 

(847)548-0141 

robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

The following positions are open.  

If you are interested in assuming 

responsibilities for any of these 

positions, please contact Norm 

White, President.  

 

Chaplain  

Ethics & Grievance  

Family & Youth  

Parliamentarian  

Northern Illinois Committee Chairs  

Officers, Trustees and Committee Chairpersons  

Newsletter Editor  

Martha Clark #3137 

(773)761-0998 

Clarkooij@aol.com 

Publicity  

Bob Koch #2809 

(847)548-0141 

robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

Webmaster  

Dwight Dixon #4122 
(815)344-1375 

dwightdixon@yahoo.com 

Caravan  

Norm White #5840 

(312)497-1819 

nswhite5840@gmail.com 

Constitution & Bylaws  

Bob Morrison #3744 

(847)965-3073 

bobnan6048@sbcglobal.net 

Historian  

Martha Clark #3137 

(773)761-0998 

clarkooij@aol.com 

October/November, 2008  Page 2 

Our greatest glory is not in never falling but in rising every time we fall .   Confucius   

 As we welcome our new President Norm White and First Lady Sharon White, I would like first to share with 

the members that it has been fun and my privilege to have worked with Bob and Sandy Whitesell communi-

cating their messages of events and schedules to you. Neither Bob nor I knew exactly what we needed to do 
in our newly acquired positions - but Bob evolved into a fine, happy and a relaxed leader. He was always 

positive and ready to listen and be supportive to a number of suggestions. He took on the position as Presi-

dent at a time when he began a new business venture and some months later Sandy was diagnosed with 

breast cancer, yet they both continued to be a positive force in our unit.  

Despite their responsibilities as President and First Lady, Sandy and Bob volunteered to help me with the 

printing and the labeling of the newsletters sent via postal service.  Bob also supported me sending the 

newsletter via e -mail  and posting it on our Unit Web site thus greatly improving the possibilities of commu-

nications for our unit. Although, the system is not perfect yet.  It was during Bobõs presidency that this unit 

was launched into the 21st century  providing endless possibilities of communication amongst our unit and 

non unit members. This is a good example that while we maintained tradition ( postal service) we also moved 

forward in our time and moment of our history. (Postal service E -mail and  Unit Web site). Without Bobõs 

support and approval we would not be this far.  

Thank you Bob and Sandy, I have no doubt you will continue to be a positive influence for our unit and 

thank you to let me learn my job as editor in my own way.   

We wish Norm and Sharon White much fun and success in their positions and welcome them with pleasure and antici-

pation. Letõs support them to make things happen together ôBe The Best We Can Beó. 

From The Editorõs Desk                                                                                                                 

_____________________________________________________________________  
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HAPPY  

BIRTHDAY  

TO YOU !  

Dwight & Carol Dixon  

10/18/69  

Chuck & Rulene Aarup 

11/07/53  

Dave & Dolores Mayo  

11/29/75  

MEMORIAM        

O fficers and members of the Northern Illinois unit express there sincer-

est sympathy to the family of our departed member and friend Paul 
Lauver. 
Paul Lauver was a member of the Northern Illinois Unit for many years. 
He passed away Saturday August 2, 2008, in San Benito, Texas.  
A Memorial Service was held for Paul Lauver on Sunday, August 16 at 
the Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Schaumburg, Illinois. 
Northern Illinois Unit members Bob and Nancy Morrison and Bill Evans 
attended the Memorial Service. 
                                                ___________________ 

The Last Frontier  
______________ 
Notes From Alaska  
 

Bob Koch recently sent me an e-

mail from the last great frontier. He 
thankfully figured out wi -fi for his 
new laptop and as such provided us 
with a link to Renee Ettlineõs web-
site.  Renee not only was on the 
caravan, but is also a writer for 
òAirstream Lifeó.  It looks as though 
Jim and Bobbie Matkovich, Mary 
Lou and Jerry Cristy, Anita and Bob 
Koch along with the other members 
on the caravan are having an experi-
ence of a lifetime.  Check it out at                                    
http://www.airstreamlife.com/
livingthelife . 

 
                __________________ 
 

Newsletter on the Web -site                             
________________                      

Editors Note                           

The August/September Unit Newsletter 

has been, since the end of July, on the 
Unit Web Site. Currently also the Octo-
ber/November issue is posted. Again, go 
to the main Menu and click the links 

òLinkó not the newsletter òLinkó. After 
you click òLinksó in  the menu  you will 
see a column titled òLINKSó In this col-
umn you will see  Northern Illinois  

Newsletters   click on that and that will 
give you all the unit newsletters.      
http://northernillinois.wbcci.net/  
                ___________________ 

Monique Clark 10/11  

Bob Koch  10/21  

Anita Koch  10/23  

Bob Whitesell  10/24  

Judy Jamison  11/01  

Sharon White  11/03  

Norm White  11/16  

Bob Morrison   11/19  

Mike Rita   11/25  

Dick DeHahn   11/28  

Wayne Kortum  11/30  

         _________  

Happy 
 Anniversary 

NIU Annual Dues    
 ____________                                 
Attention   
 

 Sue Chesnut, our Treasurer is re-

minding Northern Illinois Unitmem-

bers that it is time to pay member-

ship Dues for the year 2009 at the 

Thanksgiving Rally. $10.00 for 

WBCCI, $55.00 for the unit, a total 

payment of $65.00. Please renew 

your dues now.  

             ______________  

                

New Members  
_______  
Welcome 

O fficers and members of the Northern Illinois 

Unit welcome four new members to our NIU 

family. We invite the new members to come 

and join us at Amboy for the Thanksgiving 

Rally and get acquainted. 

Thomas and Mary Mindak  
721 N. Walnut  
Itasca, IL 60143  
Mindak6@comcast.net    
 
Harold and Cynthia Withey  
2021 Forest Ridge Road.  
St. Charles, IL 60174  

Donate to Auction  
____________ 
White Elephant Auction  

The White elephant Auction will 

be held at the Thanksgiving Rally 
on Saturday, October 25, 2009.  
This is the Northern Illinois Unit 
Fund Raiser. All members are 
asked to donate new of gently 
used items to auction off. Please 
bring them to Amboy at this time.  
                ______________ 

Interesting Fact :                   

D id you know that your mind 

arises from an array of mindless-
ness, billions of linked cells, each 
one alone no smarter than an 
amoeba? Hence the old theory of 
Tabla  Rosa --  the mind being a 
blank slate at birth for you to create 
the mind you have now.  
             ________________ 
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 2008  

Calendar of Events for October - November  

ñWhite Elephant/Autum Rallyò                                                               

Lee County 4 -- H Fairgrounds.                                                                        

Contact Bob Whitesell  (773) 286 -

 

October 24- 26 

October 3 - 5,      

Rally is Canceled  

ñThanksgiving Rallyò                                                                     

Installation of SOME Officers                                                        

Contact Norm White (312) 497 -

1819 White Elephant Sale  (at this 

DUE TO TIME CONFLICT THIS 

RALLY HAS BEEN CANCLED BY 

THE EXCETIVE BOARD .  

Norm White and Wayne Kortum 

were installed as officers at the Re-

gion 5 Rally. Anita Koch was with 

the Alaska Caravan and will be in-

stalled at the Thanksgiving Rally, as 

will be Sue Chesnut.  

  

 

Friday, October 24  12:00 PM Arrive after noon and help set up  

   3:00PM Snack time please bring snacks to share 

  6:00 PM Pot Luck Dinner, please bring an entrée to share 

  7:30 PM Board of Directors Meeting  

  8:00 PM Play games, camp fire, etc. 

Saturday, October 25th  9:30 AM Pay rally fees and membership dues 

  10:00 AM Unit business meeting 

   Lunch on your own  

  1:30 AM White Elephant Auction  

  4:30 PM Tech Time - Have you done something to your Airstream lately?

       

  6:00 PM Thanksgiving Dinner, please bring your own tableware  

   Turkey will be provided (one will be deep fried;  the other, baked)  

   Please bring  a dish according to the first initial of your last name:  

  7:30 PM David Toeppen Movie  

Sunday, October 26th  8:00AM Coffee Time 

  9:00 AM Worship Service

  

  Clean Up Afterwards . . . Please Help! 

Thanksgiving Rally Agenda,  October 24 -26, 2008 

Thanksgiving Dishes to Bring  

First Initial of Your Last Name  

A-F  Pies 

G-L Dressing baked in disposable pan 

 (will not be put in turkey)  

M -Z    A warm or cold vegetable dish  

Stay 

for   

after 

dinner 

door 

prizes!  
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Mystery Rally at Thomson Causeway.  
In Thomson Illinois  

 

 

The Mystery Rally on the banks of 

the Mississippi. It was a great loca-

Ten trailers, 19 members attended this 

fine rally. The happy crew in the picture 

 

They say when you buy 

a house, location, loca-

tion, location, is every-

thing. I assure you the 

location for the Mystery 

Rally was such a location, 

it was superb!! It was a 

great place to have a 

rally.  

The Rally took place at 

the Thomson Army Corp. 

of Engineers campground 

located along the beauti-

ful shores of the Missis-

sippi River.  

The highlight of this gath-

ering was the ñRoad 

Rallyò. It was well put 

together --  it was fun and 

educational for we saw 

and did things we would 

not have done on our 

own. It is amazing that 

there are so many pretty 

river towns in Illinois, 

such as Thomson, Sa-

vanna, Hanover and Ful-

ton. We visited a lock as 

part of the ñRoad Rallyò it 

was tremendous, what an 

engineering feat they are. 

In the town of Fulton we 

concluded our òRoad 

Rallyò  at an actual won-

derful authentic Dutch 

Windmill, named ñDe Im-

migrantò (The immi-

grant). This windmill was 

brought from the Nether-

lands in pieces, reassem-

bled and installed in Ful-

ton, Illinois by Dutch 

Craftsman. The Windmill 

is new to Fulton. Dedica-

tion of the new Dutch 

Windmill took place dur-

ing the Dutch Days Festi-

val 2000. It is wonderful 

to see towns throughout 

the US represented by 

who we are as a Nation. 

For some the Road Rally 

concluded with a well de-

served ice cream. The 

winners of the Road Rally 

were Linda and Warren 

Dotton.  

Every morning we gath-

ered for coffee and ba-

gels and other goodies 

not on your weight con-

trol list. As you see in the 

pictures we gathered 

right on the riverôs shore 

line or riverfront, what a 

prime location for gather-

ings. Being at the river-

front not only provided us 

with a beautiful view, it 

also provided wonderful 

cool breezes, and it kept 

flies and other bugs 

away.  

Some members visited 

the Heritage Canyon Mu-

seum at Fulton. It is an 

open air museum and is 

actually a nature walk 

through the canyon dot-

ted with buildings from 

the 1800ôs. This walk 

took you back to that 

time and moment of his-

tory. The Canyon, was 

once a limestone quarry. 

The quarry was aban-

doned in 1954 and be-

came an eyesore for the 

community. Harold and 

Thelma Wierenga bought 

the Quarry. They 

changed it, while pre-

serving a Midwestern his-

tory, emphasizing au-

thenticity.  

Some of our members  

explored the area and 

visited Iowaôs Clinton a 

big river town. Others 

drove a loop around the 

Mississippi crossing over 

by the Dubuque, Iowa, 

and crossing again by 

Savannah, Illinois. Others 

visited the local corn fa-

cilities learning what corn 

is used for, still others 

explored the various 

locks and dams.  

Friday night we shared a 

potluck dinner. Warren 

Dotten, who fished every 

morning in the mighty 

Mississippi, shared his 

catch with us, which was 

most delicious (see year 

book for pictures). Satur-

dayôs dinner was in a 

Restaurant. It was pleas-

ant and filled with good 

conversation.  

Each night we concluded 

the evening with a great 

campfire in front of Linda 

and Warren Dottenôs 

trailer. At the last camp-

fire Linda and Warren 

where awarded the first 

price for winning the 

ñRoad Rallyò event. It 

was a wonderful conclu-

sion to time well spent 

together.  

Norm and Sharon White,  

created a fun time for us 

in a setting that was ab-

solutely marvelous.  

              ______  

 

Happy hour, with the Mississippi in the 

background. Sharon giving us instruc-

tions about the ñRoad Rallyò 

Sandy and Bob Whitesell. They cer-

tainly got us out of Amboy several 

Norm White the main protagonist 

of the ñMystery Rallyò Great Job! 



 

 

Wayne Kortum Wins Again!!!  

It is quite peculiar that Wayne Kortum always wins. Could 

that be because he keeps the scores? Or  is he a modern 

day Maverick? Those playing are John Riggenbach with his 

back to the camera, Chuck Aarup is on the left, Martha 

Clark, opposite. Wayne with his hat on. It was great fun.  

We may not have had 

any other grandchildren, 

family or friends present 

at this rally, but  Melissa De 

Young and Jacob Anderson 

brightened this rally with 

there youthful presence as if 

there were a hundred grand-

children! They had the pleas-

ant ability to put the spirit of 

youth in everything  we did. 

They participated and inter-

acted well with the adult 

members and provided 

us with youthful banter and 

questions. Thanks to them we 

had a great campfire Saturday 

night. They enjoyed being at 

Amboy with their grandpar-

ents,  Rulene and Chuck Aa-

rup, they clearly are the future 

for our club. Jacob said that he  

�F�D�Q�¶�W���Z�D�L�W���W�R���J�U�R�Z���X�S���D�Q�G���E�X�\��

his own Airstream; Melissa 

and Jacob are a wonderful 

reflection of their family and 

grandparents  We are glad 

they came. 

 Melissa and Jacob the joy of our Rally  
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We had 14 NIU member present. Two guests and two 

grandchildren, a total of 18 people. The members present 

were Bob and Sandy Whitesell, Norm and Sharon White, 

Wayne and Lil Kortum, Chuck and Rulene Aarup, Nancy 

and Bob Morrison. Jim and Marge Kraner, Waneta and 

John Riggenbach, Melissa DeYoung, Jacob Anderson, 

David and Martha Clark.We may have been a small rally 

but we had a good time regardless.  

We enjoyed a Friday afternoon social with great snacks 

and good conversation, followed by a Friday night potluck 

supper. After a delicious supper we had a short general 

�P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���D�W�����������3�0�����:�H���V�W�L�O�O���G�R�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���W�K�H��

�)�L�U�V�W���D�Q�G���6�H�F�R�Q�G���9�3�¶�V���I�L�O�O�H�G�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����Z�H���D�U�H���J�O�D�G���W�K�D�W��

Wayne Kortum volunteered to fill one of the positions of 

Trustee. It was also mentioned that Norm White our First 

Vice President will be sworn in at the Region 5 Rally by 

Region 5 President Bob Moyers.  

Saturday morning we gathered for coffee and rolls and a 

�V�P�D�O�O���³�7�H�F�K�7�D�O�N�´���D�O�O���W�K�H���Z�K�L�O�H���H�Q�M�R�\�L�Q�J���J�R�R�G���Z�H�D�W�K�H�U�����J�R�R�G��

fellowship, and we were full of anticipation for the adven-

tures that awaited us at Amboy. We spent, Saturday and 

Sunday looking at antique tractors and beautiful antique 

cars  (see car on the cover page). 

After we returned from a busy day at Amboy some mem-

bers came together for a social hour, sharing the experi-

ences of the day, while some played cards (see picture) or 

flying kites. 

 Saturday night we watched several presentations on a TV 

screen about trailers of the past and present. And about 

whether a particular Airstream trailer may have been in the 

Caravan form Cape town to Cairo. It turned out it was not. 

 Sunday morning we had coffee and rolls on our own and 

watched antique cars drive by as they drove to Amboy, it 

was a great sight a relaxing moment, Jacob, Rulene and 

�&�K�X�F�N���$�D�U�X�S�¶�V���J�U�D�Q�G�V�R�Q���M�R�L�Q�H�G���X�V�������5�X�O�H�Q�H���$�D�U�X�S���G�L�G���D��

great job with the church service and Chuck lead us in 

�V�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���³�$�P�D�]�L�Q�J���*�U�D�F�H�´�����7�K�H���U�H�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���G�D�\���Z�H���Z�H�U�H���R�Q��

our own going to Amboy to view the best collection of An-

tique cars ever gathered. ( cover page). 

Before we went home content and tired we had ice cream 

in an old pharmacy/ice cream store from the early thirties. 

                 

Fun Depot Days/Family and Friends Rally  


