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 2009 

Calendar of Events  

Christmas Luncheon,                                  

Epicurean Restaurant                      

4431 W. Roosevelt,  Hillside, IL 

Happy to See you Luncheon          

Travelers Rest                            

Dade City, Florida.   

Valentines Luncheon                     

Starved Rock, IL                                    

SP Lodge Restaurant.  

Spring Fling                                                 

White Pines, SP Lodge Rest  

Rockford Flying,                                  

Rockford, IL Airport  

Caravan to Madison  

Mystery Rally location TBA  

Family Rally, Thomson          

Causeway, Thomson, IL  

Hobo Rally                                                  

Activity Location TBA  

Thanksgiving                       

Installation Rally                   

Lee County Fairgrounds  

Lee county Fairgrounds,                  

Amboy, TBA  

Oct 23 -25       

Time TBA  

Sept 25 -27        

Time TBA  

August 7 -9          

Time TBA  

July 23 -26  

June TBA  

June 5 -7 

April 24 -26     

March 7           

12 Noon  

February 7               

12 Noon  

January 7               

11:30 AM  

December 6              

12 Noon  

 
                      

As you may have noticed the layout of our newsletter has undergone a change. I 

placed a general out line of the unit agenda for the year on the front page so you have 

it at your finger tips. The heading, it is less complicated and uniquely ours. I  simpli-

fied the pages inside and I added a picture of each person presenting an article, an-

other way of connecting. In the next newsletter I place the Officers and Trustees list 

along the side of page 2 and the Committee Chair list will be placed on page three.  

A reminder for those who are going to the Sarasota Rally in Florida. The Region 5 

dinner at Sarasota will be held  Thursday,  February 19 at the Methodist Church.  

Also, donõt forget to mark  your calendar for the 2009 International Rally at Madison, 

Wisconsin. 

The next two or three newsletter will be abbreviated because David and I will be in 

Texas, attending the IBT Rally and the Sarasota Rally in Florida. We will spend time 

at Paradise and Melbourne parks.  Also personal adventures are in the wings. David 

and I will be gone for three months and I wonõt always have Wi-Fi to work on the 

newsletter. I will however do my best providing  the necessary information.     

Peace On Earth. Goodwill Toward Men. 

Sharon and I wish everyone a Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year. We 

have put our trailer away for the year 

and are looking forward to the spring 

when we can go Airstreaming again. We 

have created a list of activities for the 

new year that we hope you will enjoy.  

Carol Dixon volunteered to be the First 

Vice President. Wayne Kortum and Dick 

DeHahn volunteered to be directors. 

There are two new membership posi-

tions. Dave Mayo volunteered for one as 

Retention Chairman. We wish Carol, 

Wayne, and Dick and 

Dave well in their new 

positions.  

The Christmas Lunch-

eon will be at the Epi-

curean Restaurant in 

Hillside. There will be a short meeting to 

elect Carol as First Vice President and 

Wayne and Dick as Trustees. Hope to 

see everyone there.  

As members travel to warmer regions of 

the country, drive safely.                         

_______________________________  

 

Editorôs Note  Letõs meet the new addi-

tion to our  Leadership! From left to 

right are Carol Dixon, First Vice Presi-

dent, Wayne Kortum, Trustee, Dick 

DeHahn Trustee, Dave Mayo, Retention Chairman. His position is newly created to 

offer the unit a fresh look at the membership challenge. See page 10 for information  in 

òGregory Outlines New Unit Membership programó. Thank you and congratulation. 

 

http://northernillinois.wbcci.net/
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Northern Illinois Unit Office  

President , Norm White #5840 

(312) 497-1819, nswhite5840@gmail.com 

First Vice President ,  

Carol Dixon# 4122                                              
(815) 344-1375  dwightdixon@yahoo.com                                                          

Second Vice President ,   

Position to be filled in the future 

Secretary , Anita Koch #2809 

(847)548-0141, 
robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

Treasurer , Sue Chesnut #1262 

(815)874-3307, kiltiecontra@msn.com 

Immediate Past President , Bob Whitesell #1775 

Northern Illinois Trustees  

Terry Chesnut , #1262, 1 years 

(815)874-3307, kiltiecontra@msn.com                              

David Clark , #3137, 2 years 

(773)761-0998, clarkooij@aol.com 

Wayne Kortum ,  #25613, 3 years      

(708)331-72 

Bob Koch , #2809, 1 year 

(847)548- 014, robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

nan604@sbcigiogbal.et 

Joe Rodgers , #2783, 2 year              

(815)539-7040, scotty1@theramp.net                            

Dick DeHahn #1188 , 3 years                                        

(815) 235-3906, rldehahn@ionthenet.com 

Hospitality/Sunshine   

Peg Bauling #6551 

(815)946-2401 

Legislative  

David Clark #3137 

(773)761-0998 

clarkooij@aol.com 

Membership  

Bob Koch #2809 

(847)548-0141 

robert.koch@worldnet.att.net             

Retention Chairman                          

Dave Mayo #1772                              

(630) 587-2690                           

david_g_mayo@sbcglobal.net                              

The following positions are open.  

If you are interested in assuming 

responsibilities for any of these 

positions, please contact Norm 

White, President.  

 

Chaplain  

Ethics & Grievance  

Family & Youth  

Parliamentarian  

Recruiting Chairman  

Northern Illinois Committee Chairs  

Officers, Trustees and Committee Chairpersons  

Newsletter Editor  

Martha Clark #3137 

(773)761-0998 

Clarkooij@aol.com 

Publicity  

Bob Koch #2809 

(847)548-0141 

robert.koch@worldnet.att.net 

Webmaster  

Dwight Dixon #4122 
(815)344-1375 

dwightdixon@yahoo.com 

Caravan  

Norm White #5840 

(312)497-1819 

nswhite5840@gmail.com 

Constitution & Bylaws  

Bob Morrison #3744 

(847)965-3073 

bobnan6048@sbcglobal.net 

Historian  

Martha Clark #3137 

(773)761-0998 

clarkooij@aol.com 
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Midwest Unit -- A 52 Year History is Coming to an End. . . . . . . Martha Clark#3137  
_________________________ 

The Midwest Unit  

_______________________________________

I t is with great disappointment that I find myself writing 

about the closure of the Midwest Unit, in Indiana. Our 

own history is closely tied to theirs. The Midwest Unit was 

chartered in 1956 and became the root from which 44   

units in 9 surrounding 

States had their be-

ginning, including our 

unit. The Midwest Unit 

was one of the three 

original units in the 

WBCCI. This unit 

played a large role in 

organizing the very 

first  International 

Rally in America at 

Bull Shoals, Arkansas, 

in 1958, 49 years 

ago!  They also 

choose the rally site 

for the 1959 International Rally in Wisconsin Dells. Forty  

nine years later we will be in Wisconsin again for the 

52nd  International Rally.  

Members of the Northern Illinois Unit on May 26 -  28, 

2007 joined the Midwest 

Unit to celebrate their 50th 

Anniversary as a unit of the 

WBCCI at the Laporte 

County Fairgrounds in Indi-

ana. They are a wonderful 

group of people --  we wish 

them the best and hopefully 

we will see them at our unit 

events, or join us as NIU 

members and continue to 

be members of the 

WBCCI.  

      _______________  

Top row from left to right are Chuck and Jeanne and Boen, Jim and Joan 

Niedzielski, Bonnie Nester, Not wel visible are Harold and Joanne Gere, John 

Yzel, Myrltle Paschke, Claribel Fretter, Alice and Paul Yazel, Genevieve Pfeiffer.  
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 Northern Illinois Christmas Luncheon December 6, 12:00 Noon  

                           Epicurean  Hungarian Restaurant.  

   4431 Roosevelt Road, Hillside, Il   

     Norm White  (312) 497 -1819 

      Sue Chesnut (815)873 -3307  

                     Silver City News  
Page 3  December/January, 

The December Luncheon is a great time to be reunited with friends of the Northern 

Illinois Unit. Donõt miss this wonderful opportunity, we will be entertained by a 

òGypsy Violinistó, and enjoy a terrific lunch . You will have: Appetizers, salad, and  

four entrees from which to choose:  Roast beef, Baked Chicken Quarter, Roast Pork 

Loin, Fried Breaded Catfish  and Baked Catfish.                                                                                

The Luncheon will be $25.00 a person.  

Checks to be made out to and mailed to  

 WBCCI -- NIU Christmas Luncheon  
 
Sue Chesnut 
28007 Colorado Ave.  
Rockford, IL  61108 

When And Where Our NIU Snow Birds Gather  

 òHappy to See You Luncheonó 

Travelers Rest,  Dade City, Florida  

January 7, 2009 

  Time:  11:30 AM - 2:00 PM  

Place: The Hobby House  

It will be potluck luncheon  

Bring a dish to share and bring your own table service  

Contact Rulene Aarup at (708) 207-2165 for more information                                                                        

Have a good time in Florida,  were the days not are short or cold.                                                                                                   

2008 -2009  

Directions to the Epicurean Hungarian Restaurant :  

It is located west of Mannheim Road and east of Wolf Road on Roosevelt Avenue                                    

If you need further help call a friend or carpool. Have questions call Norm White at(312)497 - 1819  



December/January, 2008 -2009                    Silver City N ews                                                Page 4                                                            

 

The Northern Illinois Unit Valentines Luncheon   

SP Lodge Restaurant  

Peru, IL  

Starved Rock  

Contact Norm White at (312) 497 -1819                              

Date:    February, 7, 2009  

Time:    11:30 AM 

Menu:   Menu information to be found at                                                                                                                  

http://starvedrocklodge.com/docs/SRL_Lunch_Menu.pdf  

Cost:     Pay on your own.  

For Additional Information                                                                                                

http://starvedrocklodge.com/index.cfm     

If you donôt have internet access and have questions call                                      

Norm White at (312) 497 - 1819.   

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU  

_______________ 

12/07  Nancy Morrison 

12/11  Dolores Mayo 

12/30  Warren Dutton 

01/29  Christine Anderson 

 

HAPPY  ANNIVERSARY  

________________ 

12/06/52  Bob & Anita Koch 

12/27/75  Bob & Sandy Whitesell 

01/04/58  Carl & Peggy Bauling 

01/14/67  Jim & Bobbie Matkovich 

Take the opportunity to participate in celebrating Wally Byamôs  

Birthday and be a part of creating a happy and fun ending to the In-

ternational Rally in Madison, Wisconsin. How? Sharon White is orga-

nizing a wonderful parade for our unit. The theme of the parade is 

the various sports teams of Chicago. All members will get dressed in 

their favorite team sport uniform and the theme songs of the various 

sports will be our marching music. Sharon already has created and 

ordered a banner for the parade. It will be fun and casual -- nothing 

complicated. Plan on participating, put on your favorite uniform or T -

shirt and join in the fun. Contact Sharon White at (312) 497 -1819 or 

at nswhite5840@gmail.com. Say yes to participating!  

Letõs have Fun at the International Rally in Madison                           

Letõs òBe The Best We Can Beó!! 

A Reminder! Check out the Silvers City N ews at our unit Web site at http:// northernilli-

nois.wbcci.net/  . Again, go directly to the ñLinksò tab in the main menu, click on it you will then find 

the Links column with different links. There you will find the ñnewsletterò link, click on ñnewsletterò and 

that will reveal all previous and the latest issues of the newsletters for you to enjoy. The December/

January, 2008 -2009 issue is now posted on the unit web site.  
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A few Thoughts Of A New Northern Illinois Member . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monique Clark #3728  
_____________________________ 

It is great to believe in dreams and act upon it . 

 

This weekend was the first time I attended a rally 

at Amboy as an official member of the Northern Illi-

nois Unit. I must say, I thoroughly enjoyed the 

weekend. It was not my first time at Amboy as I 

have accompanied my parents on several occa-

sions, but this weekend I came away with a differ-

ent perspective on ñAmboyò rallies. The first time I 

attended an Amboy rally with my parents, the loca-

tion seemed lacking, there seemed to be a constant 

wind that made it challenging to be outside, and 

the building in which everyone met was far from 

what I envisioned as a camp 

atmosphere. After this week-

end, however, I realized that 

the location takes a back 

seat to the relationships that 

seem to have developed 

over the years. With an Am-

boy rally in April, the start of 

the summer season, and in 

October, the end of the sea-

son, these rallies seem to be 

more about connecting with 

friends, setting plans, and /or concluding the road 

trip season (except for those lucky few), than about 

location.  

 The short time I have been a member of the club, I 

have been made to feel welcome and included. 

Thank you to all the members who have welcomed 

me with open arms. Also, thank you for sharing 

your stories of trips, caravans, rallies 

and experiences in general. I feel even 

more motivated, encouraged, and ex-

cited to explore the United States with 

my beautiful Airstream in tow, and with 

a tremendous support system in the 

Northern Illinois Unit.  

Again, for the short time I have been a member of 

the club, Iôve learned a tremendous amount about 

the inner and outer workings of my Airstream, and 

Iôve enjoyed every minute of 

this education. Had members 

of the club not gathered around 

and tried to figure out my Air-

streamôs problems (which I like 

to call ñquirkesò and others call 

ñpersonalityò), I would be one 

stressed woman!  

Iôve always felt I won the birth 

lottery with my parents. This 

lottery winning has continued 

in that they supported my pur-

chase of an Airstream and introduced me to the 

wonderful world of WBCCI.  

I look forward to returning to Amboy and to friend-

ships that develop over time and that stand the test 

of time. Between those Amboy rallies, I plan on 

taking advantage of unique experiences afforded 

me through he WBCCI organization.  

 

 

 

A Free Rally :  How about those thoughts expressed, in the above article? This new member (my daughter) en-

joyed her first rally at the Northern Illinois Unit rather well. We invite you to come to a NIU rally and also go home with 

such good experiences. It is also a nice feeling to know about the unit to which you belong. To those members who 

have stopped coming, try it again. We have some nice rallies coming up and we meet for lunch at some unique places 

i.e. the Lodge at Starved Rock and White Pines Lodge. The Board of Trustees approved the offer of one free rally to 

members who havenôt been participating at the NIU rallies. We certainly would like to meet you. Decide to come and 

find out for yourself what we are about. Contact President Norm White at (312)497 -1819 or contact Membership chair-

man, Bob Koch  at (847) 548 -0141.  COME!!!  
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W hen Associate members of the Northern Illinois Unit, 

Herb and Alice Smith, bought their first Airstream in the 

Fall of 1963, little did they know that five 

children and five  grandchildren later 

they would still be Airstreaming (with 

their fourth Airstream) while celebrating 

their 60th wedding Anniversary on Sep-

tember 17, 2008!  

Desiring to show their young children 

our great country, the Smithôs purchased 

a typical 14ô Box trailer and two years 

later they bought a 17ô box trailer. How-

ever, their dreams came true when a 

Northern Illinois gentleman, who had 

become a millionaire shortly after pur-

chasing a new 30ô Airstream, actually 

offered his brand new Airstream to the 

young Smith family since his wife preferred only to stay 

in the most expensive hotels!  

The Smith's family of five children, one large Collie dog, 

one  Siamese cat, and Aliceôs mother, attended practi-

cally all of the Northern Illinois and International Rallies 

for the next 17 years. Their first beautiful Airstream 

lasted for 22 years. They actually sold it for more than 

they originally paid for it, which illustrates the solid in-

vestment an Airstream can be.  

After their first purchase they immediately 

joined the NIU and were active members for 

about 20 years, after which they moved to 

Bloomington, IL. They joined the Illinois Lin-

colnland unit and continued their active par-

ticipation in the WBCCI. Alice was born and 

raised in Oak Park while Herb is from the far 

south side and grew up in Roseland.  

Herb was a army officer in WW II and the 

Korean war and Alice is a devoted Mother of 

five children and five grandchildren. Most of 

their married life was spent in the lovely town 

of Northbrook, where Herb practiced as a 

Doctor of Optometry. The Smith's say that òAirstreaming 

for 44 years and meeting so many wonderful people was 

and remains a real highlight in their livesò.  

The sense of living is joy --  it seems that you Herb and 

Alice have accomplished this is your life. Congratulation!  

Please send this coupon with your information  either by 
e-mail or by mail.  To Sharon White at 
nswhite5840@gmail.com or send by mail at 
2096 Edgeview Dr.                                                                     
New Lenox, IL 60451 
 
 

The Theme for the 2009 Region 5 Rally  
________________ 

òHillbilly Havenó 

In the Region 5 newsletter I was delighted to find that it 

announced in a very timely fashion, the theme for the next 

Region 5 Rally. Region 5 President Bob 

Moyers and First Lady Lee Moyers 

announced the theme for next years 

event dressed as Hillbillies, although I 

would say that President Bill Moyers 

looks more like Garth Brooks. The Rally 

will  again take place at the Meade 

County Fair grounds in  Brandenburg, Kentucky. Septem-

ber 16-20, 2009.   Certainly you have been given enough 

time to fit the òHillbilly Havenó Rally into your schedule 

on your calendar. It looks like fun!  

 Persistence. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Submitted by Herb Smith 

Herb and Alice and  

     there Pooch  

                       Long Time Airstreamers Celebrate Sixty Years Of Marriage  

mailto:nswhite5840@gmail.com
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Region 5 Rally ôRollinõ Down The Riverõ, 2008. . . . . . .Photos submitted by Bob Whitesell  

Doesnôt he look dapper and handsome? President 

Bob Whitesell. What do you suppose he is thinking?  

Members of the Northern Illinois Unit are gathered at 

the Region 5 Rally in Brandenburg, Kentucky.        

Harold and Cynthia Withey, Sandy and Bob Whitesell, 

Sharon and Norm White, Ron and Mary Dahlberg, Ru-

lene and Chuck Aarup, Wayne and Lil Kortum.  

Our President and our First Lady. Bob and Sandy 

Whitesell. Thank for a job well done.  

   NIUôs  new first couple, Sharon and Norm White. 

Norm White being installed as President of the 

NIU. Louise Humble. First VP of Region 5 offici-

ated. Sharon White is the new First Lady .   

Two first Ladies Sandy White-

sell and Sharon White.  

Past President, Wayne Kortum being 

installed as Director of the NIU.  

Northern Illinois members  parked at the Region 5 Rally in 

Meade County Fairgrounds in Brandenburg, Kentucky.  
Lil and Wayne Kortum, Chuck and Rulene Aarup  

Sharon White, new First Lady.  


